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oppression than a case of pressing a
sectarian agenda. It is generally
acknowledged that chaplains can
pray to the god of their choice in
religious services, but conflicts come
when chaplains preside over
services or ceremonies attended by
people of many faiths. Steven L.
Smith, a retired Navy chaplain and
a Southern Baptist, writes that his
decision to use the “inclusive
language”sought by the Navy
stemmed from his effort to think of
“the good of the community, not just
the individual.”
For many in the Navy, the fate of
Klingenschmitt is “less important
than the debate it has touched off
about the role of the military chaplain” when ministering to sailors of
different faiths, writes Lt. Steven R.
Obert, a submariner who is attending the George Washington University Law School.

The Navy, with a tradition of
prayer at sea that goes back to the
18th century, bases the legitimacy of
its chaplain corps on the clause in
the First Amendment of the Constitution that says that Congress shall
make no law prohibiting the “free
exercise” of religion. Because sailors
are required to serve away from
their hometowns and churches,
chaplains are needed to facilitate
their “free exercise,” Obert writes. At
the same time, the Constitution also
prohibits any “establishment” of
religion, a provision that has been
used to regulate prayer in public
schools and remove religious symbols from courthouses.
The Klingenschmitt affair is
unlikely to settle the issue. A federal
appeals court dismissed a suit in
1985 that sought to eliminate the
Army Chaplain Corps, saying that
although there was strong justifica-
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Two Faces of Revolution
T H E S O U R C E : “An Emblematic Picture of
the Hungarian 1956 Revolution: Photojournalism During the Hungarian Revolution” by
Eszter Balázs and Phil Casoar, in EuropeAsia Studies, Dec. 2006.

American photographer Russ
Melcher had a symbolic image of the
Hungarian Revolution in his mind as
he roamed the streets of Budapest on
the morning of October 30, 1956. He
wanted to portray the “youth and
spirit of freedom” that had led Hungarian students and workers to rise
up against their Soviet overlords.

Sometimes armed only with kitchen
implements and gasoline, the rebels
had won remarkable victories in a
week of fighting across the country,
and the Soviets seemed hesitant, even
willing to negotiate.
Spotting Jutka, with a wound on
her face, and Gyuri, carrying a
machine gun too large for him, Melcher was captivated by their halfbohemian, half-proletarian look and
their shabby clothes. A passerby, never identified, refused to get out of the
frame, and moved toward the

tion under the establishment clause
for abolishing the corps, chaplains
were necessary to the free exercise
of religion by troops serving in
remote locations. But since the military chaplaincy passed constitutional muster 22 years ago, new
issues have arisen and the ranks of
the chaplaincy have changed. Once
chaplains were mostly Catholics
and mainline Protestants; today
there are many more evangelicals.
Klingenschmitt has become a cause
célebrè on Christian television and
the Internet. The Air Force Academy has been roiled by allegations
that military clergy were engaged in
inappropriate proselytization, and
75 chaplains have sued the Navy on
personnel grounds. These evangelicals have filed a class-action suit,
claiming that they have been
passed over for promotion because
of their faith.

photographer carrying a pistol.
Melcher’s photograph, “Heroes of
Budapest,” became emblematic of the
revolution, which was effectively
crushed by Soviet tanks only a week
later, with the loss of thousands of
lives. It became a powerful symbol in
both the West and the East, write
Eszter Balázs, a Ph.D. candidate at
the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris, and Phil
Casoar, a Paris journalist. In the West,
it symbolized the idealism of a dedicated young couple determined to
free their native Hungary. In the East,
it was evidence that counterrevolutionaries—such as the menacing man
with the pistol—had recruited children to overthrow the legitimate
government.
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