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There are good reasons to question individ- objective," Lichtenberg says. But we must as- 
uals' or institutions' claims of objectivity. Bi- sume "both the possibility and value of ob- 
ases of various sorts do exist. "To believe in jectivity," if we have any hope of understanding 
objectivity is not. . . to believe that anyone is the world. 

Modem Islam "1s Islam the odd-Civilization out?" by Michael M. J. Fischer, 
in New Perspectives Quarterly, (Spring 1992), 10951 W. Pico 
Blvd., 2nd Floor, Los Angeles, Calif. 90064. 

Often depicted as medieval, patriarchal, and 
unchanging, the Islamic world is beginning to 
experience dramatic cultural shifts. 

Less than two decades ago, notes Fischer, di- 
rector of Rice University's Center for Cultural 
Studies, music and sculpture and even chess 
were forbidden for Shi'ite believers in Iran; ra- 
dio, television, and movies were considered in- 
struments of corruption. Today, all those views 
have been swept away. Iran's Islamic govern- 
ment has supported classical Persian music 

and promoted public sculpture; chess is no 
longer condemned as a form of gambling. Film 
is an accepted and popular medium, and even 
Islamic fundamentalists are making use of 
modern communications technologies. - 

Fischer also sees signs of an emerging Mus- 
lim feminism. As literacy among women in- 
creases, more and more of them are coming to 
be able "to read the Koranic and hadith ('say- 
ing' that indicates authoritative precedent for 
Islamic law) literature for themselves and [to] 
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show that patriarchal interpretations have been 
distorted and can be challenged on quite Is- 
lamic grounds." Some Islamic women have be- 
gun to insist on having their "right" to get fur- 
ther education or to have a say in where the 
family lives spelled out in their marriage con- 
tracts. "Through contract, and through the re- 
interpretation of traditional texts, Islam is be- 
ing fundamentally reworked from a feminist 
and egalitarian point of view," Fischer main- 
tains. 

The dissolution of the Soviet Union is also 
likely to have an impact, as Muslims in Central 
Asia and elsewhere regain their religious iden- 
tity. Turkey, Iran, and Saudi Arabia are all jock- 
eying for alliances with the new republics, with 
Western-oriented Turkey apparently having 
more appeal than Shi'ite Iran in the eyes of Shi- 
'ite but Turkish-speaking Azerbaijan. "A pre- 
dominantly secularist, modernizing set of Mus- 
lim states," Fischer observes, would be a 

significant new factor in the Muslim world. 
But perhaps the most important modernizing 

force, he says, is the migration of large num- 
bers of Muslims to Europe and America to 
work, and to different countries within the 
Muslim world. Algerians and Moroccans are 
working in France, and there are Turks in Ger- 
many, Lebanese Shi'ites in West Africa and Bra- 
zil, Egyptians in Iraq and the Persian Gulf, Pal- 
estinians and Jordanians in Kuwait, Pakistanis 
in Saudi Arabia, and Afghans in Pakistan. Non- 
Muslim residents in the Middle East-e.g., the 
Americans, Indians, Filipinos, and Koreans 
working in Saudi Arabia-also are bound to af- 
fect Muslim views. 

"[Tlhere is no doubt that fundamentalist 
movements in the Islamic world are strong and 
growing," Fischer concludes, but "at the same . 
time dramatic cultural change [is] pervading 
these societies." That, he suggests, may be the 
more important fact for the Islamic future. 
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