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man being's desire to open his heart." Com- 
ing from most people, the utterance would 
sound melodramatic. From Munch, whose 
devotion to his art helped him overcome the 
loss of loved ones, alcoholism, and the threat 
of insanity, it rings true. Heller, an art histo- 
rian a t  the University of Chicago, mixes 
straightforward narrative, critical commen- 
tary, and the artist's own jottings, or optegnel- 

r ser, to present the life and work of a 
20th-century master whose densely symbolic 
paintings helped spawn the expressionist 
movement. Munch was a death-haunted 
man; as a child, he had seen first his mother 

I '- and then his sister die of tuberculosis. He 
came to see the specter of mortality almost 

1, everywhere-particularly in the act of artis- 
tic creation and in that of sexual procreation. 
Both acts enervated; both consumed; yet 
both were equally capable of generating life. 
Indeed, believing that art and sex tapped the 
same wells of creative energy, Munch increas- 
ingly withdrew into a solitary world. He 
abandoned the erotic adventures of his early 
bohemian days to devote himself to his paint- 
ing. In his monumental works (The Sick Child, 
The Kiss, Jealousy, The Scream), Munch gives 
a troubled rendering of the human cycle of 
birth, love, death, and rebirth. His last works 
were often compulsive replications of earlier 
images, notes Heller, emptied of their "de- 
monic power.'' But to the end, they expressed 
one of Munch's most famous jottings-"I was 
born dying." 
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cording to Jacobs, a Toronto-based author of 
books about urban decay and revival, eco- 
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