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THE FROG WHO DARED A good number of scholarly tomes have dis-

TO CROAK sected the self-deceptions of 20th-century in-
by Richard Sennett tellectuals, particularly those of the Left.
Farrar, 1982 Sennett, director of the New York Institute

182 pp. $11.95 for the Humanities, has dramatized their

shortcomings through the fictionalized per-
sona of Tibor Grau, a Hungarian Marxist,
modeled, in many respects, after the philoso-
pher Georg Lukaés (1885-1971). A pastiche of
documents—Iletters, police reports, journal
entries, memorandums—tells how the bright
son of a wealthy Jewish banker becomes a
political radical. Searching for young men in
Budapest’s Municipal Park (homosexuality is
his inadmissable secret), he sees the poverty
of the uprooted peasants and workers forced
to live there. Working for the revolution, he
goes on to serve Hungary's various Com-
munist regimes as a middle-rank official,
producing cultural propaganda even as he
writes serious philosophy for posterity at
home. Grau'’s life is full of compromise and
self-deception, disturbed by moments of
troubling self-awareness: ‘‘Caution is a dis-
ease of the mind, and 1 am chronically ill.”
More often, though, Grau offers his standard
excuse: “Tam a realist. I believe in survival.”
Sennett’s accomplishment is to have re-
created the times and events—from the late
Austro-Hungarian Empire, to the struggles
against Fascism, to the horrors of
Stalinism—that make the sins of Grau, and
others like him, almost forgivable.

Science & Technology

UR ‘OF THE CHALDEES: Beneath the sands of modern-day Iraq, Sir

A Revised and Updated Leonard Woolley (1870-1960) and a team of
fv‘ll(t);;’“ f’fg" I_‘,quytr}ard 400 Arab workmen unearthed dazzling evi-
at Ur €y 's Excavations dence of a sophisticated urban center whose
by P.R.S. Moorey origin dates back almost 8,000 years. From
Cornell, 1982 1922 to 1934, Woolley conducted systematic
272 pp. $24 .95 excavations of the ancient site of Ur below the

once-fertile Tigris-Euphrates river valley.
Remains of temples, schools, homes, and a
vast array of artifacts allowed the English ar-
chaeologist to trace the fortunes of Ur from its
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