The post-Worid W a r n Baby Boom,the shririldug family,the growth of
the SunbehÃ‘at are likely to affect America's demand for energy
throughtheendofthecentury,reportsReynolds,formersenioreditor
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of American Demographics.
From 1960 to 1970, per capita energy consumption in America
jumped 2.9 percent annually. But during the 1970s, total energy demand grew only 10 percent-a mere 1 percent per capita annual gain. If
this trend continues, the projected 1995 US. population of 253 million
will need only 37 percent more energy than it does today, not the 88
percent more that scholars once predicted based on 1960s growth rates.
Yet aggregate figures are only part of the story. Different age groups
consume energy at different rates. Children up to the age of 19 and
senior citizens over 65 use little energy. The elderly, for example, tend
to live in small homes, seldom travel, and frequently reside in mild
climates. The young and old will account for roughly 31 and 12 percent
of the population, respectively, from now until 1995. America's biggest
energy users are working age adults, aged 20 to 64. Their numbers,
swollen by the Baby Boom, will continue to account for 57 percent of
the population.
Moreover, recent changes in conventional family structure will probably boost per capita energy consumption. More working wives create
higher household incomes; and in 1975, households with $30,000 to
$35,000 incomes spent 52 percent more on energy for heating and
transportation than those living on $10,000 to $15,000. The growing
ranks of singles tend to inhabit condominiums and apartments-which
use 38 percent less energy than one family homes. But singles also
create more households to heat, cool, and furnish with appliances.
The effect of migration to the Sunbelt states on energy consumption
is unclear. Most homes in the South and West, which burn natural gas,
have lower heating and cooling bills than older homes in the North and
East heated by imported oil. The average Boston home, for example,
cost $1,052 in 1979 to heat versus only $420 for its counterpart in
Houston. But the average Houston resident fills up with 671 gallons of
gas annually for private transportation compared with 426 gallons
purchased by the average Bostonian.
Reynolds suggests that a larger, more geographically dispersed population and a continuing push for higher living standards will reverse
the energy use trends of the 1970s and boost American demand by the
end of this century.

Europe's Nuclear
Fast Track

"How Prometheus Came to be Bound:
Nuclear Regulation in America" by
Michael W. Golay, in Technology Review
(June-July 1980), Room 10-140, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. 02139.

Western European nations regulate nuclear-plant construction in a
manner that Americans would do well to heed. So asserts Golay, a
nuclear-engineering professor at MIT.
The U.S. Congress has repeatedly declined to set health and safety
standards for nuclear plants. This politically touchy task has fallen to

