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Tom Easton, a third-generation coal miner,
volunteered for France with the Tyneside
Scottish Regiment in 1914. He survived the
““bloodiest day in British history”’ when
57,470 men became casualties as the Battle of
the Somme opened on July 1, 1916. He sur-
vived the last months of the war as a P.O.W.
—working in a German mine. He survived the
harsh life back in the Northumberland coal
pits. Happily, Easton kept a diary. And jour-
nalist Michael Kernan weaves interviews, ob-
servations, other material, and excerpts from
the diary into a compelling portrait of the life
and times of this sturdy soldier, union organ-
izer, community leader, and finally, past the
age of 80, Member of the Order of the British
Empire, invested by Queen Elizabeth II.

In The Other German: Willy Brandt’s Life and
Times (1976), journalist David Binder wrote a
fine full biography of the ex-Chancellor, from
his illegitimate birth in Lubeck in 1913
through his resignation in 1974. Brandt deals
only with the recent past in this first volume
of a planned Life. The drama opens on August
13, 1961, five weeks before his election as
mayor of West Berlin, with the Russian an-
nouncement that Berlin had been divided
(the first rough Wall went up three days la-
ter). It moves on through the hectic Berlin
years and his subsequent stint as West Ger-
many’s Ostpolitiking Foreign Minister.
Brandt closes with reflections on what has
occurred in his own country and the world
since May 6, 1974, the day he stepped down
from West Germany's highest political post
following the arrest of one of his top advisers
as a Soviet spy. Readers who look for new
disclosures about his relationship with the
spy, Gunther Guillaume, will be disap-
pointed. “This was dealt with by the compe-
tent court and a parliamentary committee of
inquiry,” Brandt says, in his single reference
to the devastating episode. ‘I have nothing to
add here.” He is somewhat less reticent when





