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quence was the ideological awakening of large numbers of young Cu-
bans whose sense of social responsibility was aroused by living with the
country’s rural poor. The literacy campaign, says Kozol, turned "“uto-
pian kids’' into “‘incipient socialists.”

“The Palestinian Factor in the Lebanese
CleClZySfS Civil War” by Michael C. Hudson, in The
Of Tragedy Middle East Journal (Summer 1978), 1761

N Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

Between February 1975 and November 1976, some 50,000 people were
killed in Lebanon in a civil war in which Palestinians played a major
role—as catalysts, combatants, and victims. Hudson, director of
Georgetown University’s Center for Contemporary Arab Studies, de-
scribes the intricate moves that led the Palestinians into a conflict
neither they nor their Christian Lebanese opponents could hope to win.

Amid prosperity, Lebanon (population 2.9 million) had fallen prey to
sectarian and class tensions. The leadership in Beirut, both left and
right, Christian and Muslim, was too fragmented to resolve these ten-
sions through reform or through force. In this charged atmosphere, the
Palestinians acted as a detonating factor. Palestinian guerrilla attacks
on Israel, whether originating from Lebanese soil or not, brought
strong reprisals: 44 major Israeli air or ground attacks against Lebanon
between 1968 and 1974.

Unable to protect the country from Israeli incursions, the mixed
Christian-Muslim, 17,000-man Lebanese Army was also incapable of
restraining Palestinian guerrillas in South Lebanon bent on raiding
Israel. The central authority of the Lebanese state, unable to control the
armed Palestinians or prevent open conflict among Lebanese factions,
collapsed.

This power vacuum was filled by well-armed, competing paramili-
tary groups. There were, for example, three Palestinian factions. In
addition, there were half a dozen Moslem Lebanese leftist groups, while
the more conservative Christian leadership was only superficially more
unified. In the chaos, each group acted out of its own fear of political
extermination. The result was a tragic, inconclusive war that has left
Lebanon without the capacity for self-government.

Hudson contends that any solution to the Lebanese conflict requires
self-determination for the Palestinians in territories occupied by Israel
after the 1967 War. Then an extraordinary constitutional convention,
with international support, might begin the process of “desectarianiz-
ing” Lebanon’s political institutions.
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