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Concerned by declining catches of freshwater fish and outbreaks of 
cholera in southern river basins, Kremlin leaders added an environ- 
mental division to the State Planning Committee, consolidated en- 
forcement powers in the Ministry of Reclamation and Water Manage- 
ment (Minvodkhoz), and boosted funding (the equivalent of $1 l billion 
for 1976-80). 

Deterioration of the Volga River has been halted and Moscow's water 
quality slightly improved, writes Gustafson, a Harvard government 
professor, but the clean water effort still lacks clout; "the water quality 
program has simply not been given the weapons to fight with the large 
ministries in charge of industrial and agricultural development." Al- 
though Minvodkhoz, in principle, can levy fines, cancel the bonuses of 
plant managers, and shut down polluting enterprises, the ministry, in 
practice, cannot interfere with high-priority industries or local em- 
ployment. 

In 1975, only 23 of 38 Soviet ministries and agencies fulfilled their 
goals for physical and chemical treatment of wastewater. Bureaucratic 
resistance aside, the blame falls largely on the Soviet leaders, writes 
Gustafson. The new water control program did not stem from conser- 
vationist sentiment or public pressures, a s  in the West. The Kremlin 
sought only to promote economic growth by securing clean water for 
farm and industrial use. Given that objective, however, Soviet leaders 
will still have to give increasing political support and resources to the 
water quality program. 
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The tropics' heat, humidity, and  rainfall patterns have long been 
known to curb economic activity. Studies have shown that man's ca- 
pacity for work declines and his susceptibility to disease increases 
when the mean annual temperature rises above 70Â°F "The climatic 
factor," says Bandyopadhyaya, professor of international relations a t  
J adavpur  University, Calcut ta ,  accounts for much of "the wide  
divergence in labor productivity between the North and South." 

Tropical climates, moreover, affect soil conditions (e.g., by hastening 
organic decomposition and leaching out soil nutrients), a s  well as water 
supply, plant reproduction, and the raising of lifestock. High tempera- 
ture and humidity cause rapid deterioration of factories and equip- 
ment, while heavy monsoon rains disrupt transport and communica- 
tions. 

Bandyopadhyaya argues tha t  no amount  of Western industrial 
technology, even if available and affordable, can offset the harmful 
local effects of tropical weather patterns in the Third World. What is 
needed is an  international effort, under United Nations auspices, to 
alter climatic conditions, either regionally or  globally, through the ap- 




