
of the oil powers are unstable,
and may spiral into crisis if
revenues from oil disappear.

As the only current nuclear
state with a significant oil sector
(eight to 20 percent of its econ-
omy), Russia is one potential
trouble spot. “Neither the United
States nor Russia’s neighbors can
afford the risk of a nuclear Russia
suffering economic instability,”
Miller writes. And, of course, oil-
rich Iran is likely to join the
nuclear club soon. For five coun-
tries—Angola, Iraq, Kuwait,
Libya, and Saudi Arabia—oil ex-
ports make up more than one-

half of gross domestic product.
All five already suffer from inter-
nal tensions and border conflicts.

Some oil-producing states
could try to make up for lost in-
come by trafficking in narcotics
and arms, with massive implica-
tions for global security if coun-
tries with ties to groups such as
Al Qaeda and Hezbollah got
involved. In Venezuela, Miller
says, many poor people may try to
make some money by trading in
drugs, even if the government
stays clean.

None of this is to suggest that
the United States ought to remain
hooked on oil for the sake of
stability. Instead, it should encour-
age oil-exporting countries to
diversify by promoting greater for-
eign direct investment in non-oil
industries. The United States isn’t
going to reduce its consumption of
foreign oil overnight. Policymakers
should use their time wisely, and
make sure the process is smooth
both here and abroad.
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13-year-old. That is only one
manifestation of the racial
achievement gap, one of the
deepest and most intractable
American social problems. Un-
veiling the results of the first
empirical test of school perform-
ance in the highly publicized

Harlem Children’s Zone, Harvard
economist Roland G. Fryer Jr.
and doctoral candidate Will Dob-
bie say that a successful strategy
for closing the gap may be at
hand.

The Harlem Children’s Zone is
a 97-block area in Manhattan
boasting a supercharged web of
city- and foundation-backed com-
munity services “designed to
ensure the social environment
outside of school is positive and
supportive for children from birth
to college graduation.” Estab-
lished in 1997, it offers upwards

The average African-Amer-

ican 17-year-old today reads at
the level of the typical white
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Closing the
Achievement Gap

T H E  S O U R C E :  “Are High-Quality Schools
Enough to Close the Achievement Gap? Evi-
dence From a Social Experiment in Harlem”
by Will Dobbie and Roland G. Fryer Jr., in
The NBER Digest, March 2010.
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The Risks of Oil
Independence

America must wean itself

from foreign oil—that’s the com-
mon wisdom on both sides of the
political aisle. Entanglement with
Middle Eastern oil kingdoms is a
“source of strategic vulnerability,”
and policymakers have spent
“lives and treasure” defending
America’s access to foreign
reserves. But here’s a thought
experiment: If the United States
and the rest of the developed
world no longer needed foreign
oil, what would become of oil-
exporting countries? Gregory D.
Miller, a political scientist at the
University of Oklahoma, says it
would not be a pretty picture, nor
would the ramifications for the
United States be pleasant. Many

T H E  S O U R C E :  “The Security Costs of
Energy Independence” by Gregory D. Miller,
in The Washington Quarterly, April 2010.

If the United States and
the rest of the devel-
oped world no longer
needed foreign oil, what
would become of oil-
exporting countries?


