
though “it’s an adjective here.”
Bonus grammar tip: The presence
of the verb “became” makes a
following passive clause impossible.)

Pullum says the book “is so mis-
guided that the authors appear not
to notice their own egregious
flouting of its own rules.” Strunk
and White urge students to “write
with nouns and verbs, not with
adjectives and adverbs.” This edict
is followed in the next sentence by
a clause with three adjectives
wrapped around a negative pas-
sive: “The adjective hasn’t been
built that can pull a weak or inac-

Anne of Avonlea. All contain exam-
ples of plural agreement with
“none.” The example from Wilde’s
play seems particularly apt: “None
of us are perfect.”

“The uninformed bossiness of
Strunk and White,” Pullum says, has
bred ignorance and needless
anxiety. “English syntax is a deep
and interesting subject . . . much too
important to be reduced to a bunch
of trivial don’t-do-this prescriptions
by a pair of idiosyncratic bumblers
who can’t even tell when they’ve
broken their own misbegotten
rules.”

curate noun out of a tight place.”
(Pullum awards this prose pearl a
fourth strike for violating another
commandment: “Keep related
words together.”)

Pullum believes that Strunk and
White based “their grammar
claims on intuition and prejudice
rather than established literary
usage.” He tests one instruction—
“With none, use the singular verb
when the word means ‘no one’ or
‘not one’ ”—by searching the texts
of Oscar Wilde’s Importance of
Being Earnest, Bram Stoker’s Drac-
ula, and Lucy Maud Montgomery’s
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To grasp the magnitude of

the African AIDS crisis, imagine
that all 11.6 million children living
in the coastal states from Florida to
Virginia had been orphaned by
AIDS. In sub-Saharan Africa, this
calamity is not hypothetical, it’s fact.
And the HIV/AIDS crisis that
affects more than 30 percent of the
population in some of the nations of
that region is beginning to deplete
the “once seemingly limitless net-
work of extended-family” members
able to raise parentless children.
Foreign adoptions are only begin-
ning to take up the slack. Although

the orphans’ homeland, write politi-
cal scientists Marijke Breuning and
John Ishiyama of the University of
North Texas.

Government officials are more
likely to base their decisions on
domestic politics, the authors say,
and, because so many Africans
fear “baby buying,” restrictions are
easy to tighten. America accounts
for about half of all intercountry
adoptions worldwide. Clamping
down on adoption seems to many
leaders like a relatively cheap way
to stand up to Uncle Sam.
Frustrated with the meager bene-
fits they net from globalization,
African leaders are tempted to
“frame intercountry adoption in
terms of exploitation and to
restrict or prohibit it.”

Malawi, with 12 percent of its
adult population suffering from
HIV/AIDS and an estimated
560,000 AIDS orphans, requires
prospective parents (singer-actress
Madonna excepted) to foster a child
for two years in the country before

American adoptions from Africa
have become much more common
since the 1990s, the number of chil-
dren adopted in 2006 from the
leading source country, Ethiopia,
reached only 732.

Many African countries make it
difficult for outsiders to adopt
orphans. Openness to adoption is
not determined by the severity of
the orphan crisis, the prevalence of
AIDS, or the level of democracy in

O T H E R  N AT I O N S

Africa’s Orphans

Clamping down on for-
eign adoptions seems
to many African leaders
like a relatively cost-
free way to stand up to
Uncle Sam.

T H E  S O U R C E :  “The Politics of Intercountry
Adoption: Explaining Variation in the Legal
Requirements of Sub-Saharan African Coun-
tries” by Marijke Breuning and John
Ishiyama, in Perspectives on Politics,
March 2009.



other industrialized nations, the
Soviet Union stipulated that all
workers were entitled to a two-week
annual paid vacation.

Unfortunately, the visionary
Soviet concept of worker vacations
got entangled in communism’s
indifference to the role of the family
and its cluelessness about sex. The
Soviet vacation evolved into a soli-
tary medical rest period, a model

from which it suffered throughout
its 74-year history.

The Soviets devised vacations as a
“medically necessary antidote to the
harsh conditions of industrial labor,”
according to Koenker. They built
monumental (and expensive) health
spas offering suntanning, mineral
water and seawater baths, massages,
diets, and an obligatory “dead hour”
for naps. Recreation consisted of vol-
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No Double Beds
for Boris

As is widely appreciated,

the Russians have raised the bar
very high for achievement in litera-
ture, music, ballet, and battle. Less
well known, writes Diane P. Koen-
ker, a historian at the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, is that
during the Soviet era they made a
revolutionary contribution to lei-
sure. In 1922, well in advance of
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T H E  S O U R C E :  “Whose Right to Rest?
Contesting the Family Vacation in the Post-
war Soviet Union” by Diane P. Koenker, in
Comparative Studies in Society and
History, April 2009.

adoption may occur. Other coun-
tries require in-country waiting
periods of six months, or have no
official agency responsible for
approving legal procedures, or
refuse to allow groups devoted to
placing orphans overseas to operate
on their territory.

The more closely an African
nation is connected to the global
economy (measured by the level of
foreign investment), the more likely
its government is to see the poten-
tial benefits of having some orphans
find homes abroad. Such adoptions
may cause adoptive parents to advo-
cate and provide resources for
improved social services in their
child’s birth country. Thus, policy is
driven by the expectation not only
that orphans will find homes, but
that they and their adoptive parents
will become informal and unsus-
pecting “ambassadors of goodwill”
between countries.

Workers soak up sun-ray treatment in a health spa, Soviet planners’preferred mode of vacationing.




