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Vietnam veteran Heinemann'’s first novel is
one of the most humane books yet to appear
on the experience of the American soldier in
Vietnam. Its narrator, Philip Dozier, is as-
signed in 1967 to a unit of armored personnel
carriers, or “‘tracks,” west of Saigon. A series
of episodes dramatizes his initiation into the
tedium, the intermittent danger, and the am-
biguity of front-line fighting when the front
lines are never clearly defined. The book
conveys—in prose that is an authentic reflec-
tion of G.I. slang—the special anxiety, re-
lieved only by dope or “smoke’’ and occa-
sional mechanical sex, of the unenthusiastic
young draftee. Like Hemingway in A Farewell
to Arms, Heinemann convinces us of the au-
thenticity of his war by limiting the narra-
tive's point of view to that of the individual in
battle who understands neither the higher
strategy nor the political causes that dictate
his actions. The end of the novel—with
Dozier’s visit to a friend’s stateside grave—is
an understated elegy for much besides a
single comrade lost in Southeast Asia.

Princeton physicist Gerard O’Neill combines
persuasive technical explanation, succint
economic reasoning, science fiction, auto:
biography, and futurism to introduce us to
man living in space. The high ratio of fact to
page in his book may sometimes leave the
reader puffing, but anybody who wants to
learn how space colonies can be built and
maintained will find the effort well rewarded.
O’Neill’s vision of man’s future Out There is,
however, socially and politically under-
developed. A series of ““letters home to earth”
(this is where the science fiction comes in)
raises more questions than it answers, and
the scientist-author does not come to grips
with the problem of making technically fea-
sible projects politically affordable. Accord-
ing to O'Neill’s estimates, backed by NASA
analyses, the costs of establishing a first
habitable, industrial satellite-island in space
run from a minimal $31.4 billion to a high of
$185 billion. O’Neill asks not if we can, but if
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we can afford not to spend the money. His
arguments, of course, are that space offers liv-
ing space, energy, resources, and a chance to
escape earth’s population pressures. If such
arguments ultimately prevail, his book will
stand as a major prophecy.

C ]
New Books by Fellows and Former Fellows

AFTERTHOUGHTS ON MATERIAL CIVILIZATION AND CAPITALISM. By
Fernand Braudel. Johns Hopkins, 1977.

Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s PRUSSIAN NIGHTS: A Poem. Translated by Robert
Congquest. Farrar, 1977.

KOLYMA: The Arctic Death Camps. By Robert Conguest. Viking, 1978.

THE RESILIENT CHURCH: The Necessity and Limits of Adaptation. By Avery
Dulles, S.J. Doubleday, 1977.

FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE. By Andrew J. Goodpaster. Lexington, 1977.

RAYS OF HOPE: The Transition to a Post-Petroleum World. By Denis Hayes.
Norton, 1977.

THE CLOUD OF DANGER: Current Realities of American Foreign Policy. By
George F. Kennan. Little, Brown, 1977.

THE HUK REBELLION: A Study of Peasant Revolt in the Philippines. By Benedict
J. Kerkvliet. Univ. of Calif., 1977.

FOUR POSTWAR AMERICAN NOVELISTS: Bellow, Mailer, Barth, and Pynchon.
By Frank D. McConnell. Univ. of Chicago, 1977.

DETERRENCE: A Conceptual Analysis. By Patrick M. Morgan. Sage, 1977.

CAPITAL THEORY IN HUMAN BEINGS. By Chiaki N ishiyam;l. Tokyo: Industrial
Research Institute, 1977.

THE MID-ATLANTIC STATES OF AMERICA: People, Politics, and Power in the
Five Mid-Atlantic States and the Nation’s Capital. By Neal R. Peirce and Michael
Barone. Norton, 1977.

MANAGING LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOR IMPROVED PERFORMANCE: A
Practical Approach. By Brian W. Rapp and Frank M. Patitucci. Westview, 1977.

THE WEAK IN THE WORLD OF THE STRONG: The Developing Countries in the
International System. By Robert Rothstein. Columbia, 1977.

INTERNATIONAL LAW OF OCEAN EXPLOITATION. By Hideo Takabayashi.
Tokyo: Yushindo, 1977.

THE PRESIDENCY OF WARREN G. HARDING. By Eugene P. Trani and David L.
Wilson. Regents Press of Kansas, 1977.

SCHOLARS’ GUIDE TO WASHINGTON, D.C., FOR RUSSIAN/SOVIET
STUDIES. Edited by Steven A. Grant for the Kennan Institute of the Wilson Center.
Smithsonian Press, 1977.

The Wilson Quarterly/Winter 1978
167





