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St. Denis dazzled audiences in New York, Chicago, and Boston with 
her extravagant costumes and staging. But the key to her stardom was 
her personality. With a wink or a smirk, she won the confidence of her 
audiences and made them feel at ease with the "artistic" side of the 
dance. 

The pioneers of modern dancing in America, great as they were, Ken- 
dall observes, unfortunately encouraged a crop of amateurs determined 
to display their own undisciplined talents, claiming that they were 
'sky-taught" and "nature-inspired." By 1913, she writes, "seriousness 
had come and gone from American dance, which now belonged to soci- 
ety ladies, little girls, and vaudeville funnymen." Modem dance did not 
really revive until the 1930s. 

OTHER NATIONS 

Surviving 
in Iceland 

"A Millenium of Misery: The Demog- 
raphy of the Icelanders" by Richard F. 
Tomasson, in Population Studies (Nov. 
1977), Population Investigation Commit- 
tee, London School of Economics, 
Houghton Street ,  Aldwych, London 
WC2A 2AE. 

The 11 centuries of Iceland's known history provide the most consist- 
ently bleak record of death and suffering a European nation has ever 
known. Thanks to the Icelanders' passion for genealogy and their early 
development of popular literacy (in the 13th century), scholars have 
unparalleled written evidence of their capacity to endure what Univer- 
sity of New Mexico sociologist Tomasson calls "the most extreme in- 
hospitable environment in which a European people has been able to 
survive and maintain its culture." 

Since the original 400 Norsemen and Celts arrived as settlers (mostly 
by way of Britain, Ireland, and the Hebrides) between 870 and 930 A.D., 
fewer than 2 million Icelanders have been born. Until the mid-19th 
century, due to disease and starvation, fewer than half of those born 
survived to adulthood. 

Lying just below the Arctic Circle, Iceland has a maritime climate 
made temperate by the warm waters of the Gulf Stream. But the grow- 
ing season is short (four to five months). Until the end of the last 
century, the size of the Icelandic population was largely determined by 
how well the summer grasses grew, so great was the dependence on 
fodder for sheep and other livestock. (Fishing was an unimportant 
source of food until the mid-19th century.) 

Only remarkable fertility allowed the Icelandic people to survive in- 
termittent calamities. The Black Death (bubonic plague) of 1402-04 
killed 80,000 people, two-thirds of the population. In 1707, a smallpox 
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