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they suggest that the working woman is generally happier and more
satisfied with her life than the woman who does not work. But some of
these findings, says Wright, of the Social and Demographic Research
Institute at the University of Massachusetts, have been based on only a
small sampling of predominantly working-class women.

Analyzing data from broader surveys conducted by the National
Opinion Research Center, Wright finds that working women “typically
carry the double burden of work and household commitments.” They
may enjoy their outside earned income and increased independence,
but “pay for these benefits in reduced free time for themselves, a more
hectic pace, and a more complicated life.”

Surprisingly, neither working women nor housewives express much
“outright dislike” for housework; and Wright's analysis of overall hap-
piness, satisfaction with work in and out of the home, marital satisfac-
tion, and attitudes toward family -and careers shows “no consistent,
substantial, or statistically significant differences.”

In the aggregate, Wright concludes, “homemakers” are just as happy
or unhappy as women who work. The impression of “confusion, isola-
tion, loneliness, and alienation among American housewives’’ is just as
mythical as the image of the totally ““satisfied” working woman.

“Loose On the Playground” by Richard
Junky ard Louv, in Human Behavior (May 1978),
Playgrounds 12031 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif.
90025.

“Adventure playgrounds”—where children are encouraged to entertain
themselves by building forts, shacks, and treehouses out of donated
scrap lumber, or to construct mud slides, tunnels, lakes, and dams—are
slowly gaining popularity in America.

The concept, writes Louv, Human Behavior contributing editor,
began in Copenhagen in 1943. Landscape architect C. T. Sorensen ob-
served that children ignored the standard playgrounds he had designed
and were instead playing on construction sites and in junkyards. He
designed a popular junkyard playground, and the idea spread. There
are now more than 200 adventure playgrounds in Britain, where
bombed-out city blocks were fenced off after World War II and given
over to children, who created their own world from the rubble.

Recreation officials in this country complain that children quickly
tire of traditional playground equipment—the slides, swings, and ce-
ment turtles. Proponents of junkyard playgrounds, Louv writes, see
them as an antidote to television, which, it is said, blunts childrens’
creativity and self-reliance.

Minneapolis built the nation’s first adventure playground in 1950.
Now there are 18, including one in Huntington Beach, Calif., with a
30-foot mud slide, lakes for fishing and swimming, rope bridges span-
ning the water, shacks, and forts—an enticing combination that often
draws more than 500 children a day. Structures are periodically torn
down or demolished by the children so they can create new ones from a
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random supply of scrap materials, such as old packing crates.

The accident rate is no higher than in traditional parks and there
have been no serious injuries, says Louv. Liability insurance remains
the greatest problem, though all but one of the existing adventure play-
grounds have insurance protection provided by the cities’ regular car-
riers with no additional premiums. More difficult to overcome is the
popular resistance in low-income areas, where residents say they al-
ready have enough shacks and junk (they want asphalt playgrounds
and concrete turtles). And disputes persist among recreation officials
over what properly constitutes “‘play” in a technological, urban society.

. “Analysis and Critique of HEW'’s Safe
F ear and Loathlng School Study Report to the Congress” by

; Robert J. Rubel, in Crime and Delin-
in the Classroom quency (July 1978), 411 Hackensack Ave.,

Hackensack, N.J. 07601.

New federal data on ‘““violent” schools in America reveal such odd pat-
terns as these: A teacher who is robbed once by students in one two-
month period is 60 times as likely to be raped by pupils during the next
two-month period as one who has not been robbed; 41 percent of school
bombings occur on Tuesdays; a student runs the greatest risk of being
assaulted on Wednesdays.

Yet, classroom violence in America is not as pervasive as many be-
lieve, writes Rubel, director of research at the Institute for Reduction of
Crime in College Park, Md., analyzing a 1978 report by the U.S. De-
partment of Health, Education, and Welfare. Only 8 percent of all
school principals complain of more than 7 incidents of violence per
month (a level considered “serious’), and many report that violence
. has leveled off since 1973.

More serious than the financial or physical damage is the climate of
apprehension and disruption that violence creates. Some 33 percent of
junior high school students in large cities report they avoid certain
dangerous areas of their schools (most frequently a restroom), and 7
percent reported living in constant fear. Such fear tends to cause stu-
dent absenteeism, which in turn affects federal or state per-pupil cost
reimbursements to schools.

Yet, Rubel says, the HEW study disproves two pervasive beliefs: first,
that schools cannot do much to reduce crime and violence because
these are broad social ills; and, second, that outsiders are responsible
for most school violence (except in cases of trespassing and breaking
and entering, between 74 and 98 percent of all offenses are commited
by youngsters enrolled in the school).

It is clear, Rubel concludes, that the factors not under the educators’
control are far less important than such school-controlled variables as
number of students per teacher, class size, and the principal’s own
qualities of fairness, firmness, and consistency in helping individual
teachers to maintain discipline.
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