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reflects, accepts, and ultimately changes.

I was dashed only to see H. L. Mencken
cited for the proposition that “in general
women are practical, men are romanticists.”
Excuse me, but Shakespeare reached that con-
clusion centuries earlier. How about Juliet,
who proposes marriage while Romeo’s getting
further tangled in his poetry? Or Beatrice, who,
when Benedict asks her—he thinks heroically,
but in fact rhetorically—how he can help solve
the key problem of Much Ado about Nothing,
replies succinctly, “Kill Claudio”? Or Portia,
who, when Antonio is whining and preparing to

die in the arms of his useless sidekick, instant-
ly takes action to save him? So many of Shake-
speare’s women are more practical and more
intelligent than his men that one wonders,

“What can she possibly see in that schlub?”
Gollob sparks his students and readers to be
mad about the Bard, and that’s a wonderful
thing to do. He quotes John Dryden as saying
that Shakespeare has “the largest and most
comprehensive soul.” In that respect as well,
Gollob is Shakespearean. This book could
only have come from someone with a big soul.
—KEN ADELMAN
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Rivers are the bloodstream of a continent, fer-
rying the nutrients that keep it healthy and recy-
cling its waste products into new sources of
energy. We know that now. But for two centuries
America dammed its rivers in the name of
progress, nearly destroying nature’s brilliant
scheme in a misguided effort to improve upon
it. As a source of electrical power, dams are
nearly obsolete, accounting for only 11 percent
of our total usage. They decimate fish popula-
tions, obstruct piscine migration, and thus
disrupt the food chain. They change water tem-
peratures and degrade water quality in ways
harmful to both vegetation and wildlife. They
change soil quality and prevent nature’s flood
control mechanisms—wetlands—from doing
their job. They hold back the silt, gravel, and
nutrients that make agriculture sustainable.
They breed bacterial disease.

But dam removal creates almost as many
human and technical problems as did putting
the damn things up in the first place. Dams invit-
ed some people to populate deserts and
pushed others off soon-to-be-flooded land.
Dams created lakes that created tourism that cre-
ated jobs. Dams shaped the history of entire
states, notably California.

Grossman, a native New Yorker, became
radicalized on the subject after moving to Ore-
gon. There, she says, “rivers and salmon are with
us as we walk to the corner,” yet dams have ren-
dered many species of salmon nearly extinct. For

this book she also visited communities where
river reclamation efforts are underway, with
varying degrees of success, in Maine, North
Carolina, Colorado, Arizona, Wisconsin, Cal-
ifornia, Montana, and Washington. So far,
Wisconsin—an intensely watery place, with
40,000 miles of rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, and
wetlands— has the best record of dam removal,
largely because there is no shortage of water to
begin with.

In dry states such as Colorado, Arizona, and
California, by contrast, the antiremoval
activists are holding the line. In California,
where the grid of dams and water diversions
reminds the author of a map of the New York
City subway system, the politics of dam
removal remain highly charged. California’s
water consumption competes with the needs of
native fish and river restoration, so much so
that the state legislature recently declined to fund
even a mere assessment of the state’s dams. At
the same time, many of California’s small, pri-
vately owned dams have been so poorly main-
tained that their existence poses more of a
threat than does their removal.

While the complexities of dam removal
cannot be overstated, Grossman learns, nei-
ther can the conviction of environmentalists,
politicians, and others concerned with civic
planning that the time to act is now. “The
longer we wait to remove dams that have out-
lived their usefulness,” she concludes, “the
more difficult the problems plaguing these

rivers may become.”
—A. ]. HEwat
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