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THE HOLOCAUST
ENCYCLOPEDIA.
Edited by Walter Laqueur.
Yale Univ. Press. 816 pp. $60

Though the Nazi murder of six million
European Jews was obscured or ignored by
Allied governments and newspapers while it
was happening, and though it registered
hardly at all in the public consciousness of the
United States, Britain, and other countries at
the time, the Holocaust has come to occupy
a central place in the popular memory of
World War II, in some ways even eclipsing the
fighting itself. The impact isn’t surprising. As
a military operation, the war differed from its
predecessors principally in its gargantuan
scale. By contrast, the Holocaust—what the
late historian Lucy Dawidowicz termed “the
war against the Jews”—differed from previous
mass killings in its fundamental nature, its
focus, and its ferocity.

The effort to murder every Jew who could be
found constitutes one of the defining events of
the 20th century, the underside and mockery of
our march toward modernity, and a moral and
social touchstone for the new millennium.
Small wonder, then, that the number of histo-
ries, memoirs, works of fiction and art, musical
compositions, and memorials that focus on the
Holocaust continues to multiply. It’s as if the years
render us increasingly desperate to examine
the Holocaust, plumb its depths, and represent
its meaning for this and future generations.

All of which makes the appearance of The
Holocaust Encyclopedia both timely and pro-
pitious. The subject is so large and varied, with
dimensions that fall under so many academic dis-
ciplines, that it is well served by an encyclope-
dia. An earlier, four-volume Encyclopedia of
the Holocaust (1990), edited by Israel Gutman,
was a breakthrough achievement, and it
remains indispensable for those who want
information, often in significant depth, about one
or another aspect of the event. This new ency-
clopedia not only offers its material within a
single volume, but also deepens and comple-
ments the previous effort by taking into
account information that has become available
during the past decade. Laqueur, cochairman
of the International Research Council of the

Center for Strategic and International Studies,
deserves considerable gratitude, as do associate
editor Judith Tydor Baumel, the many contrib-
utors, and the staff of Yale University Press.

Unlike most encyclopedias, this one can
actually—and profitably—be read. With the
context provided by Laqueur’s fine preface, and
with the assistance of the chronology that opens
the encyclopedia, even someone with little
knowledge of the Holocaust can delve into indi-
vidual topics and get a sense of their relationship
to the subject as a whole. Some entries offer
particularly good, if necessarily brief, exposi-
tions on important matters: Raul Hilberg on
Auschwitz, the late Sybil Milton on art,
Wolfgang Benz on the death toll, Nechama Tec
on resistance in Eastern Europe. Entries on top-
ics that could have been overlooked, such as
“First-Person Accounts,” which covers diaries,
memoirs, and oral histories, are also especially use-
ful. In this time of Holocaust denial, the entries
“Gas Chambers” and “Final Solution:
Preparation and Implementation” have partic-
ular value. And the comprehensive biblio-
graphical essay points the interested reader to
books on many of the topics that an encyclope-
dia can cover in only a few pages or paragraphs.

Indeed, The Holocaust Encyclopedia is
full of fine contributions, some of them
quite original. Libraries and schools, as well
as individuals interested in an event that has
sobered humanity’s sense of its possibilities,
should welcome this authoritative, illumi-
nating, and accessible volume.

—Walter Reich

WHEN WE LIKED IKE:
Looking for Postwar America.
By Barbara P. Norfleet. Norton.
159 pp. $35

I find it difficult to accept the title’s past
tense, for I continue to like Ike, who employed
me at the White House Conference on
Education in 1956. And the whole idea of
looking for a postwar America confuses me a lit-
tle—after all, postwar America still surrounds
us. I do appreciate, however, the many pho-
tographs of my Aunt Liz (or did I just make her
up?) assembled by Norfleet, a photo archivist
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at Harvard University. There are beautiful
young women in these pages, and sometimes
what seems to be my whole family tree. The
book is a good extension of Edward Steichen’s
The Family Of Man (1955).

And yet I wish that Norfleet somehow could
show postwar America’s impact on those of us
who returned after a seemingly endless time
away. Military service had given us a kind of self-
control and dignity. The wartime agonies
seemed to melt away, leaving us, in our own
opinion at least, stronger than ever. The war
changed the nation too, and we came back to
a strange new world, which gave us a lot.

That world still seems alien. Some photos in
When We Liked Ike provoke the eerie feeling of
wandering among strangers. There are few
smiles on display, though I am glad to see that,
as a sign proclaims, there will be no profane lan-
guage at any time.

—Sloan Wilson

SEEKING VICTORY ON
THE WESTERN FRONT:
The British Army and Chemical
Warfare in World War I.
By Albert Palazzo. Univ. of Nebraska
Press. 245 pp. $50

Though World War I has been written
about exhaustively, Palazzo offers a genuinely
fresh dimension by focusing on the British
army’s extensive and imaginative use of gas.
The Germans may have pioneered its use in

1915, but the British developed it, devised and
put into mass production the most lethal
chemicals, and provided their troops with by far
the better gas masks. Above all, the British
incorporated gas into their operational doc-
trine and training in a methodical way, a key con-
sideration in the defense of Field Marshal
Douglas Hague and his much maligned staff
against the usual charge that they were un-
imaginative butchers.

In 1915, Major Charles Foulkes of the
Royal Engineers took command of the Special
Brigade, as the chemical warfare unit was for-
mally known. An inventive bunch, many of
them drawn from universities and chemistry labs,
the Special Brigade experimented with pepper
sprays, itching powder, nicotine, and other poi-
sons before concentrating on phosgene and
mustard gas. (They also developed flame-
throwers.) Their work was reasonably well
known in the 1920s and 1930s, partly through
Foulkes’s memoir, Gas! (1934). But the domi-
nance of tanks in World War II, along with the
decision on both sides to avoid gas, has blurred
the focus of modern military historians.
Palazzo, a research associate at the Australian
Defense Force Academy, does a service in
restoring awareness of the prominent role of gas
and demonstrating that it was part of a new
British military doctrine of combined arms.

The Allied victories of 1918 are usually said
to start with the Battle of Amiens on August 8,
which the German commander Erich
Ludendorff described in his diaries as “the
black day of the German army.” Palazzo, after
describing the earlier British efforts with gas at
the battles of Loos and the Somme, focuses
instead on the small Battle of Hamel on July 4.
It was here that the Fourth Australian Division,
supported by four companies of American
troops, fought one of the most successful and
most significant actions of the war. Through the
combined use of gas, tanks, and artillery, along
with tactical surprise, they showed that the
stalemate on the Western front could be broken.

It was not gas alone but the incorporation
of gas into a wider offensive strategy that
brought success. The British calibrated
each individual gun barrel and calculated the
effects of wind and temperature to ensure
that guns could hit targets the first time,
without the traditional ranging shots that
would have alerted the Germans to their
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