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F or a quarter-century, the environmen- 
tal movement has marched to the loud, 

clanging sounds of alarm bells. The human 
population is growing too large, too fast. 
Scarce natural resources are being recklessly 
depleted. Biodiversity is endangered. Forests 
are being destroyed. The oceans are being 
overfished. Global warming threatens the 
planet. Apocalypse, in short, is just around 
the corner, unless humanity acts-and acts 
now-to thwart it. 

In what is packaged as an "alternative" from 
the Competitive Enterprise Institute to the 
highly publicized "State of the World reports 
issued annually by the Worldwatch Institute, 
Bailey, the author of Eco-Scam: The False 
Prophets of Ecological Apocalypse (1993), and 
11 environmental researchers offer some 
strong arguments and a great deal of data to 
counter the conventional doomsday wisdom. 

Bailey acknowledges that since Earth Day 
1970, when the environmental movement 
was launched, it has achieved much good. In 
the developed world of the West, thanks to 
environmentalists, "air and water are much 
cleaner; automobiles are far cleaner to oper- 
ate; belching smokestacks are far fewer and 
generally more efficient than ever before." 
But-fortunately -environmentalists have 
also been "spectacularly wrong" in many of 
their dire prophecies. "For example," he 
writes, "the global famines expected to occur 
in the 1970s never happened. Fears that the 
United States and Europe would cut down all 
of their forests have been belied by increases 
in forest area. Global warming, despite so 
many continuing reports, does not appear to 
be a major problem. And it turns out that the 
damage to human health and the natural 
world caused by pesticides is far less than 
Rachel Carson feared it would be when she 
wrote Silent Spring in 1962." 

The gloomy Malthusian concerns about 
"overpopulation" that seem to be recycled 
from generation to generation (formulated 
lately in terms of "carrying capacity" and 
"sustainable development") ignore much of 
the available evidence, contends Nicholas 

Eberstadt, a Visiting Fellow at Harvard's 
Center for Population Studies. The tremen- 
dous explosion of world population (5.3 bil- 
lion, currently) in this century "has not 
plunged humanity into penury and depriva- 
tion," he notes. "Quite the contrary, the 
global population boom has coincided with 
an explosion of health, and of productivity, 
around the world. O n  average, the human 
population today lives longer, eats better, 
produces more, and consumes more than at 
any other time in the past." 

T o be sure, Eberstadt notes, within liv- 
ing memory, parts of Asia, Africa, and 

Latin America have suffered economic 
reversals or declines, harvest failures, and 
other disasters. But demographic forces are 
not the main culprit. For the most part, he 
says, the misfortunes "can be traced directly 
to the policies or practices" of the presiding 
regimes. For example, during the 1980s, 
"mass starvation erupted in Ethiopia . . . after 
its communist government inflicted a series 
of harsh and injurious policies on a popula- 
tion whose living standard was typically only 
slightly above the subsistence level." 

For most of the world's people today, for- 
tunately, the threat of famine is a thing of the 
past, writes Dennis Avery, director for global 
food issues at the Hudson Institute. "Never 
before in history has food been as abundant 
and as cheap as it is today. Although millions 
remain inadequately nourished, the good 
news is that advances in agriculture will 
eliminate the remaining pockets of hunger 
early in the next century." Many environ- 
mentalists, such as Lester R. Brown, head of 
the Worldwatch Institute, worry that with 
the global population projected to double to 
more than 10 billion by 2050, the world's 
farmers will not be able to keep up. Most 
agricultural researchers, Avery says, disagree. 
Paul Waggoner, former director of the 
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion, recently calculated that 10 billion peo- 
ple could be fed a sufficient, if minimal, diet 
today, if land and water already in farm pro- 
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duction were used at full efficiency. 
Meeting the growing global demand for 

better diets, Avery says, will require continued 
research in plant breeding, fertilization, pest 
control, and other "high-yield agricultural 
techniques, as well as "free trade in farm prod- 
ucts so we can use the worlds best and safest 
land to meet food needs with fewer acres and 
less soil erosion." High-yield farming, he 
points out, will also preserve biodiversity. "The 
main threat to the worlds wildlife is the 
destruction of habitat. Continued depen- 
dence on low-yield farming in the developing 
nations would mean the plowing of additional 
acres of wildlife habitat to grow food for their 
increasing populations. A more populous 
world that also wants room for wildlife has no 
room for low-yield farming." 

Turning to the much publicized threat of 
global warming, thought to be caused in part 
by the continued buildup of greenhouse 
gases, Robert C .  Balling, Jr., director of the 
Office of Climatology at Arizona State 
University, says that the catastrophic projec- 
tions come from sophisticated computer 
simulations of climate that are still far from 
perfect. As the models improve, he expects 
the "threat" to diminish. Meanwhile, highly 
accurate satellite-based measurements show 
that the earth's atmosphere has actually 
cooled by 0.13' C since 1979. (Even allow- 
ing for the cooling effect of volcanic erup- 
tions, researchers found only a slight, statisti- 
cally insignificant warming). Perhaps it's 
time now for some environmentalists to cool 
off a bit, too. 

'The Growing Importance of Cognitive Skills in Wage Determination." 

National Bureau of Economic Research, 1050 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, Mass. 02138.46 pp. $5 
Authors: Richard 1. Mumane, John B.  Willett, and Frank Levy 

I t is well known that the wage gap between 
high school and college graduates has 

widened in recent decades. The average 24- 
year-old male high school graduate, for exam- 
ple, took home 16.5 percent less real pay in 
1986 than in 1978. Amale college graduate of 
the same age saw his earnings fall only one 
percent. (Female college graduates, however, 
saw a slight increase.) That is not the whole 
story, however. 

For high school graduates, say Murnane 
and Willett, of Harvard's Graduate School of 
Education, and Levy, of MIT's Urban 
Studies and Planning Department, how 
much they earn later is increasingly affected 
by whether they possess basic cognitive 
skills. 

Murnane and his colleagues found that 
six years after getting their diplomas in 1980, 
men who had strong basic math skills, as 
measured by tests given in their senior year, 
earned 53 cents an hour more (in constant 
1988 dollars) than those with average skills. 
Moreover, the relative value of solid cogni- 
tive skills seems to have jumped during the 
1980s. Among 1972 graduates, the differen- 
tial was only 24 cents. The pattern was much 
the same for women: a 74-cent differential 
among 1980 high school graduates after six 
years, and a 39-cent differential among 1972 
graduates. 

The rising demand for cognitive skills 

reflects changes taking place within occupa- 
tions, the authors say. Employers need peo- 
ple who can "work smarter." People at all 
educational levels are feeling the effects. 
The premium on mental ability partly 
explains a 30 percent increase since 1970 in 
wage variation among individuals with the 
same amount of formal education. 

The bad news is that while smarter 1980 
high school graduates earn more than their 
peers, they earn much less than 1972 gradu- 
ates-even those with weak math skills-did 
at a similar point in their careers. 

F or recent high school graduates, the pic- 
ture six years after graduation is grim. 

For 1980 graduates with weak math skills, the 
average hourly wage was $7.40. That is equiv- 
alent to $12,950 (in 1988 dollars) annually- 
just above the 1988 poverty line for a family of 
three. Their higher-scoring classmates, by 
contrast, earned $8.49 per hour. 

The economic payoff for cognitive skills 
does not show up right away, the authors 
note. Two years after graduation, there is no 
wage differential among males and only a 
modest one among females. It takes longer, 
perhaps six years, to get a bigger paycheck. 
The delay means that the higher pay will 
serve as an incentive to work hard in school 
only for those high school students who are 
looking to their future. 
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audiences come from over the next couple of 
generations? Perhaps this is a lesser concern 
in New York City, but it is a huge problem in 
nearly every other city or town in America. 

Like Robinson's, my high school band was 
led by a superb, dedicated musician, A. E. 
Raspillaire. We had our share of successes, too, 
including the principal clarinetist in the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Lany Combs, 
and 32 years of consecutive "superior" ratings 
at the concert festival. (Not bad for the small 
town of South Charleston, West Virginia.) I 
share Robinson's appreciation for the music 
education I received as a youngster, as well as 
his concern that far too few students will have 
anything close to the opportunities we had. 

John Locke 
Director of Bands 
University of North Carolina 
Greensboro. N.C. 

Pursuing Happiness 

I was surprised that Robert Darnton 
["The Pursuit of Happiness," WQ, Autumn 
'951 dated the death of Augustine of Hippo 
to "604 A.D." That date surely refers to the 
death of the other Saint AugustineÃ‘"th 
Apostle of the English." Augustine of 
Hippo's death is usually given as 430 A.D.  

Moreover, the suggestion that "the classi- 
cal revival was snuffed out in Florence by 

Savonarola's bonfire of vanities in 1497" is 
of dubious historicity. Certainly Michel- 
angelo's David (1 501-04) more than amply 
suggests the vitality of the classical impulse 
after Savonarola. Whether or not Hobbes's 
pithy characterization of the "state of 
nature" is really applicable to the Middle 
Ages might also be pondered. 

Robert Cahn 
New York, N.Y. 

Robert Damton finds no happiness worth 
pursuing in the medieval millennium. The 
hoary stereotypes of the "vale of tears" and of 
peasants working "the fields in a state of semi- 
slavery" are dredged up despite a century of 
scholarship by historians such as Marc Bloch 
and Joseph Strayer. The former credited the 
Middle Ages with abolishing slavery if only by 
the invention of that labor-saving device, the 
windmill. Yes, the medieval fathers did have a 
philosophy of suffering: only by accepting that 
inevitable aspect of human existence could 
one be happy. They wrote a good deal on h a p  
piness, not least of which is Aquinas7s Summa 
Theologica. But Augustine's words on the s u b  
ject are probably the best loved: "Our hearts 
are restless until they rest in Thee." 

The American version of the Enlighten- 
ment dream, as Damton points out, seems to 
have turned away from homestead, which is 
unfortunately no longer universally available, 
to "hot tubs, 'perfect' waves, 'deep' massage, 

Credits: Page 8, The Granger Collection; p. 9, Copyright @ 1993 Paul DrinkwaterINBC Photo; pp. 13, 14, 15, 
Copyright 0 1994 Scherer & Ouporov; p. 17, Courtesy of Lionel Tiger; p. 18, Ken ReganMBO; Jane Goodall 
Institute, CT; p. 20, Scherer & Ouporov; p. 22, Courtesy of Edward 0 .  Wilson; pp. 24, 25, Copyright 0 1993 
Scherer & Ouporov; p. 27, Copyright0 1990 Louis K. Meisel Gallery; p. 29, Copyright0 1975 Ruth Weisburg; 
p. 30, Peter Rogers; pp. 35, 36, Reproduced from the Collections of the Library of Congress; p. 41, courtesy fo 
New York State Archives; pp. 43, Copyright 0 1973 City of Berkeley; p. 45, Copyright @ The 5th Wave, 
Rockport, Maine, p. 46, Detail from Jacob Lawrence's The Library (1960), National Museum ofAmerican Art, 
Smithsonian Institution, Gift of S. C.  Johnson & Son, Inc.; p. 49, Reproduced by permission of James J. 
O'Donnell; pp. 51, 81, UPIBettrnann; p. 55, Scholars at a Lecture (1736-7), by William Hogarth, British 
Museum; p. 59, A School of Athens (1773), by Bunbury of Clare after T. Orde, British Museum; p. 64, 
Frontispiece to the "Humours of Oxford," by G. Vandergucht after an original by William Hogarth, British 
Museum; p. 77, Copyright 0 1965 Josef Koudelkahlagnum Photos, Inc.; pp. 79, 115, Bettmann Archive; p. 
84, Oeffentliche Kunstsammlung Basel, Kunstmuseum; p. 85, from Reenacting the Heavenly Vision: The Role 
ofReligion in the Taiping Rebellion, by Rudolf G. Wagner, Copyright 0 1982 by the Regents of the University 
of California; p. 88, Archive Photos/Popperfoto; p. 91, Archive Photos; p. 103, 112, Copyright @ David 
LevineNew York Review of Books; p. 107, University of Illinois; p. 120, Hoover Institution Archives; p. 122, 
Copyright 0 1995 Universal Press Syndicate; p. 125, Copyright @ 1986 Columbia Pictures Industries, Inc.; p. 
127, Life Magazine, Copyright Time, Inc., APlWide World Photos; p. 129, from A History of Illuminated 
Manuscripts, by Christopher de Hamel, Copyright 0 1986 by Phaedon Press Ltd., detail from The Moralized 
Bible, Pierpont Morgan LibraryM.240, f.81; p. 131, Photofest; p. 133, Copyright @ 1994 Chesley; p. 135, Foster 
Hall Collection, Stephen Foster Memorial, University of Pittsburgh; p. 136, Copyright 0 1994 European 
Commisssion Delegation to the United States. 

Correspondence 141 



fat farms, love clinics, and therapy of every 
conceivable kind." It is hard to cultivate 
one's garden when there is no garden to cul- 
tivate. 

Crime, the breakdown of the family, drugs, 
and suicide aren't mentioned, although they 
may be equally strong indicators of the failure 
of this dream among American youth. Might 
not Emile Durkheim have been right when he 
called one of the results of modernization 
"anomie"-rootlessness, a lack of sense of 
belonging to the old centers of community: 
church, commune, village, or family? It seems 
that we have a suffering here which must be 
accepted at least for the time being. The failure 
of the American Dream may spring from the 
fact that it promises something it cannot deliv- 
er, and, even if it could, would not fully satisfy 
our longings. 

Emmet Kennedy 
The George Washington University 
Washington, D.C. 

Taking McNamai-a to Task 

Your "At Issue" column ["Listening-and 
Deciding," WQ, Autumn '951 properly takes 
Robert S. McNamara to task for alleging there 
were no Southeast Asia specialists in the U.S. 
government to whom the top policy makers 
could turn for intelligence on Vietnamese his- 
tory, culture, and politics. There were several 
in government service during the Kennedy 
and Johnson administrations, and quite a few 
outside the government. At least one was with- 
in walking distance of the White House. He 
was Professor Bernard B. Fall, who was on the 
faculty of Howard University in the nation's 
capital. Dr. Fall, a Frenchman whose pene- 
trating scholarship on Vietnam drew extensive- 
ly from his several research missions to that 
country, ultimately met death there in 
February 1967, when he tripped a Viet Cong 
mine while on one of those missions. 

In the early weeks of 1961,I remember call- 
ing McGeorge Bundy at the White House 
from my consulting post at the Senate 
Committee on Commerce to urge consulta- 
tion with Dr. Fall regarding some crisis in 
Saigon. I was told they knew of Dr. Fall, but I 
have reason to believe they never contacted 
him. Maybe, in their eyes, his French citizen- 
ship made him less reliable for objective judg- 
ment on that former French colony where 
France had suffered a massive military defeat 
before withdrawing in 1954. I am sure lower 
echelons in the U.S. government consulted 

Dr. Fall and other outsiders. It is doubtful ifthe 
top policymakers ever did. Quoted in the WQ 
article, Roger Hilsman (an assistant secretary of 
state in the Kennedy and Johnson administra- 
tions) has referred to the fruitless flow of expert 
memoranda from the government's Asia spe- 
cialists to its top policy echelons. 

Failure to make the most of scholarly exper- 
tise on Vietnam occurred even under earlier 
administrations. In 1955,I chaired a Washing- 
ton-based research team preparing a compre- 
hensive study of Vietnam for the army under a 
private contract. When the year-long study was 
completed, I proposed to my superiors that the 
six-man team, including Dr. Fall, be sent to 
Vietnam to test the validity of our conclusions. 
Nothing ever came of this proposal. 

Disappointment over the government's fail- 
ure to make the most of a high-quality research 
effort in which government funds had been 
invested still lingers in my recollection of that 
worthy project. I wonder about the extent of 
other government failures to make the most of 
government-financed research-possibly with 
life-anddeath implications for American mili- 
tary personnel. 

David. J. Steinberg 
Alexandria, Va. 

Setting Historical Standards 

It is probably dangerous for a nonhistorian 
to comment on the recent survey on history 
standards ["The Periodical Observer," WQ, 
Autumn '951, particularly since I did not know 
such standards existed. However, as you see, 
that hasn't deterred me. 

My comment concerns Walter McDou- 
gall's quote on "spin." Perhaps Europeans 
didn't go to the New World to kill and displace 
Native Americans; perhaps they did not intend 
to deny human rights or rape the environment 
and keep workers in misery. But that is what 
they did. 

An earlier paragraph referred to the ideolog- 
ical thread of feminism as a negative. Let us 
remember that women are still struggling for 
equality. 

Since the philosopher is the product of his 
milieu, I must note that the undersigned is a 
patriotic WASP male from the deep South 
whose ancestors owned slaves and were 
Confederate soldiers. Also the undersigned 
believes in democratic capitalism with com- 
passionate government regulation. 

Thomas L. Harmon, Jr. 

Greensboro, N.C. 
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some seriousness important ideas expressed 
on the printed page. I am haunted by the 
memory of a television commercial I re- 
cently saw in which viewers were told that a 
rich vocabulary is essential to success, and 
that thanks to some marvelous new device 
they could now increase their vocabulary 
markedly without having to read! 

The second uncertainty is technological: 
whether fiber optics, satellite communica- 
tions, CD-ROMs, computers, and other 
devices yet to be invented will leave a niche 
for those who prefer to sit in a comfortable 
chair turning the pages of a book or journal. 
Indeed, even the Wilson Center, thanks to 
the voluntary and devoted efforts of a few of 
its more sophisticated staff members, made 

its appearance on the World Wide Web last 
November. Recently Michael Kinsley, one 
of the country's most gifted political colum- 
nists, announced that he will launch a new 
magazine that will exist only in cyberspace. 
This is almost beyond the comprehension 
of those of us who are wedded to print on 
page. I can only wish him well and say that 
I shall miss reading him. 

A wise man once said that he could pre- 
dict anything except the future. But one can 
say that so long as intelligent readers remain, 
and so long as they continue to appreciate 
the very special value and delight unique to 
words printed on pages, the WQ will seek to 
serve them with the same high distinction in 
the future that it has in the past. 

Charles Blitzer 
Director 

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 

Statement of ownership, management, and circulation (required by 39 U.S.C. 3685) of The 
Wilson Quarterly, published four times a year at 901 D Street S.W., Suite 704, Washington, 
D.C. 20024 for October 1, 1995. General business offices of the publisher are located at 
901 D Street S.W., Suite 704, Washington, D.C. 20024. Name and address of publisher is 
Kathy Read, 901 D Street S.W., Suite 704, Washington, D.C. 20024. Name and address of 
editor is Jay Tolson, 901 D Street S.W., Suite 704, Washington, D.C. 20024. Name and 
address of managing editor is James Carman, 901 D Street S.W., Suite 704, Washington, 
D.C. 20024. Owner is the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 
Smithsonian Institution Building, 1000 Jefferson Drive S.W., Washington, D.C. 20560. 
Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1 percent 
or more of total amount of exempt status for federal income tax purposes have not changed 
during the preceding 12 months (Section 424.12, DMN). The average number of copies 
of each issue during the preceding 12 months is: (A) Total number of copies printed: 
76,248; (B) Paid circulation: (1) Sales through dealers and carriers, street vendors, and 
counter sales: 2,440; (2) Mail subscriptions: 64,741; (C) Total paid circulation: 67,181; (D) 
Free distribution by mail, carrier, or other means: 875; (E) Total distribution 68,056; (F) 
Copies not distributed: (1) Office use, left over, unaccounted, spoiled after printing: 3,842; 
(2) Return from news agents: 4,350; (G) Total: 76,248; The actual number of copies of sin- 
gle issue published nearest to filing date is: (A) Total number of copies printed: 81,250; (B) 
Paid circulation: (1) Sales through dealers and carriers, street vendors, and counter sales: 
2,412; (2) Mail subscriptions: 65,356; (C) Total paid circulation: 67,768; (D) Free distrib- 
ution by mail, carrier, or other means: 847; (E) Total distribution: 68,615; (F) Copies not 
distributed: (1) Office use, left over, unaccounted, spoiled after printing: 8,447; (2) Return 
from news agents: 4,188; (G) Total: 81,250.1 certify that the statements made by me above 
are correct and complete. 

) y Kathy Read, Publisher 

WQ Winter 1996 143 


