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as in the case of Darwinian evolutionism, 
rejects). Smith's own religiosity can be de- 
scribed as a harmonious mixture of elements 
from Platonism, Hinduism, Sufism, Zen, 
classical Christianity, and Jung; among Chris- 
tian theologians, Dionysius the Areopagite 
(sometimes called Pseudo-Dionysius), 1st- 
century author of The Divine Names and the 
Mystical Theology, seems to have a special 
attraction for him. 

Science & Technology 

FORCESOFNATURE 
edited by Sir Vivian Fuchs 
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MISSION TO EARTH: 
Landsat Views the World 
by Nicholas M. Short et al. 
NASA, GPO, 1976 
462 pp. $14 
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British geologist Sir Vivian Fuchs has as- 
sembled a generally well-illustrated survey of 
nature's more powerful earth and atmos- 
pheric forces (volcanoes, avalanches, tor- 
nadoes, lightning) doing their damaging 
worst. The emphasis, in photos, drawings, 
and literate essays by noted scientists, is on 
catastrophic or periodic fluctuations in 
nature's behavior-and the impact of these 
episodes on what we have come to consider 
man's environment. Forces of Nature is writ- 
ten in popular style but reflects controversies 
and recent advances in various fields. Essays 
on the origin and place of life in the physical 
environment and on the latest advances in 
global environmental studies from satellites 
are commendably handled. 

What today's earth is like as seen from 
space, replete with the traces left by glaciers, 
drought, changing river courses-and by 
building, polluting man-can be studied in 
the lavish collection of Landsat satellite 
pictures made available by NASA and the 
U.S. Government Printing Office. Mission to  
Earth must be the book bargain of the year. 
Its 400 plates, almost all in color, are ad- 
mirably reproduced. Introductory material 
and appendixes explain the application to 
which these startlingly detailed images have 
already lent themselves (in agricultural crop 
classification, forestry, desert control, land 
use, mapping, identification of water pollu- 
tion sources, geology). Landsat's sensors 
cover a range greater than that of the human 
eye; its "scenes" measure 115 miles square. 
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SCIENCE & GOVERN- 
MENT REPORT 
INTERNATIONAL 
ALMANAC-1977 
edited by Daniel S. 
Greenberg 
Washington: Science & 
Government Report, 1977 
305 pp. $54 to Sept. 1 
1977, $75 thereafter 
L of C 77-74748 

Those shown in this book depict the United 
States extensively and offer other inter- 
esting views of the rest of the world. A bonus 
is that almost any area (Monterey Bay; the 
Afar Depression in Ethiopia; Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania) looks in the "false color" of the 
plates like the most powerful abstract art. 

Essays by specialists of many nationalities 
comprise nearly two-thirds of this reference 
work. They review the state of the art and 
1976 developments in science and science 
policy in the United States, the Soviet Union, 
the European countries, the "scientifically 
advanced smaller nations" (Australia, Canada, 
Israel, and South Africa), the "potentially 
powerful nations" (Brazil, the People's Re- 
public of China, India, Japan), and in UN 
programs. Emphasis is on legislation and 
facts (in 1971, out of the 65 nuclear power 
stations operating worldwide, 6 were in the 
Soviet Union, 1 at Rheinsberg in East Ger- 
many; another 10 were under construction 
and 6 more on order in the Comecon na- 
tions). The Almanac also includes a directory 
of major scientific organizations and person- 
nel, plus significant documents. 

New Books by Fellows and Former Fellows 

BIG STORY: How the American Press and Television Reported and Interpreted 
the Crisis of Tet 1968 in Vietnam and Washington. By Peter Braestrup. 
Westview, 1977. 

CINEMA ET HISTOIRE. By Marc Ferro. Paris: Editions DenoelIGonthier, 1977. 

LA REVOLUTION DE 1917 OCTOBRE: Naissance d'une Sociktk. By Marc W o .  
Paris: Aubier-Editions Montaigne, 1976. 

THE COURTS AND SOCIAL POLICY. By Donald L. Horowitz. Brookings, 1977. 

- -  THE POWER PEDDLERS: How Lobbyists Mold America's Foreign Policy. By 
Russell Warren Howe and Sarah Hays Trott. Doubleday, 1977. 

THE MILITARY AND POLITICS IN MODERN TIMES: On Professionals, 
Praetorians, and Revolutionary Soldiers. By Amos Perlmutter. Yale, 1977. 

THE SPANISH ARMY AND CATALONIA: The "Cu-Cut! Incident" and the Law 
of Jurisdictions, 1905-1906. By Joaquin Romero-Maura. Sage, 1976. 
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