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Focusing on Britain, France, and Germany be-
tween 1860 and 1900, Cambridge’s Regius
Professor of Modern History disputes the
conventional wisdom that urbanization and
scientific discovery undermined 19th-century
religious commitments. Paradoxically, secu-
larization reflected the vitality of religion in
European life. In the burgeoning cities, work-
ing-class people were mildly hostile toward
churches, but not toward religion. Many
churchmen as well as anticlericalists ap-
proved the decline in the churches’ political
influence. Socialist leaders encountered dis-
taste for atheism: Rosa Luxemburg ultimate-
ly mounted an attack on churches precisely
for being irreligious. Sober thinkers of the
day discerned no inherent conflict between
science and religion. In France, Ernest Re-
nan’s biography of a humanized, secularized
Jesus attracted sustained readership. Overall,
Chadwick perceives 19th-century seculariza-
tion not as a movement against religion but
as a quest for a Christianity that fulfilled the
promise of personal freedom. “Liberty to at-
tack religion rose less from the decline of
religion than from the love of liberty.”

—F. Gregory Campbell ('77)

Five crucial months in the history of the
Russian Revolution are portrayed here with
a wealth of new data. The Bolsheviks, lift-
ing themselves up from a seemingly fatal
slump in their fortunes in July 1917, moved
to their successful bid for power in October
(Julian calendar). Quite a number of precon-
ceptions are dispelled in this work by Rabi-
nowitch, director of Indiana University’s



