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took advantage of the 1762 British occupation of Havana to expand 
trade with non-Spanish ports. A high rate of intraclass marriage 
reinforced tendencies toward greater property accumulation. The 
Spanish Crown contributed directly to the evolution of plantation 
society by building the world's largest sugar mill complex on the 
island and by granting land transfers to loyal colonial subjects. 

This effective monopolization of "exploitable sugar land" led to 
the growth of a large poor, landless class. The pursuit of wealth, 
Knight writes, largely obscured a "vicious process" of social disin- 
tegration, ethnic antagonism, and economic dependency. 
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Israeli politics, long known for bitter controversy, have become 
considerably more volatile since the 1973 Yom Kippur War. Fac- 
tionalism, writes Schnall, coordinator of Judaic studies at Staten 
Island Community College, has erupted at the extremes of the 
political spectrum as a result of the Labor Government's failure to 
forge a lasting peace or define Israel's territorial claims. 

On the right is the intransigent, intensely Zionist Gush Ernunirn 
("Bloc of Believers"), which considers annexation of all Israeli- 
occupied land a religious obligation. Despite its Messianic ideology, 
the Gush has won wide secular support for a pioneering and 
spiritual movement to recover the territory of the Biblical kingdom 
of Israel. By emphasizing a return to a simpler piety and purity 
(discouraged by contemporary Israeli institutions), Gush Ernunirn 
has captured the public imagination in the nation's moments of 
greatest triumph and despair. 

Most left-wing, anti-Zionist groups criticize Israeli life for its 
spiritual inertia, as does the Gush. But there comparisons end. One 
group, Haolarn Hazeh ("This World"), reflects the ideologies of 
flamboyant journalist and former Knesset (or Parliament) member 
Uri Avnery, who remains one of the nation's most durable social 
gadflies. Among other things, Haolarn Hazeh believes that as long as 
Israel remains an essentially Western state in an Oriental world, it 
can never be naturally integrated into the Middle East. 

Far more militant is the Marxist Israel Socialist Organization, 
which refuses to appear on the Israeli ballot but has made its 
presence felt through violent demonstrations and alleged complicity 
with Arab intelligence agents. Rakah (an acronym for "New Com- 
munist List"), by speaking for the civil and political rights of 
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