
CURRENTBOOKS 

LITERATURE AND LIBER- 
ALISM: An Anthology of 
Sixty Years of The New 
Republic 
Edited by Edward Zwick 
New Republic Books, 1976 
329 pp. $15 
L of C 76-2448 
ISBN 0-915220-06-7 

THE GENESIS 
STRATEGY: Climate and 
Global Survival 
By Stephen H. Schneider 
with Lynne E. Mesirow 
plenum, 1976,419 pp. $14.95 
L of C 75-40321 
ISBN 0-306-30904-1 

days in Montana logging camps and the fire- 
fighting Forest Service-the rangers, the cook 
who was "fancy with cards," the sawyer who 
supported himself as a pimp in the winter 
months in any town that had a good Carnegie 
Library where, off duty, he could read to his 
heart's content. 

"Torn from the rib of John Locke, America 
presents a more complicated relationship be- 
tween literature and liberalism [than Eu- 
rope]," Irving Howe writes in his introduc- 
tion to this anthology. The list of N e w  Re- 
public "back of the book" contributors reads 
like an honor roll of writers in English for 
the years since 1914. Howe credits the mag- 
azine's editors, especially during "its early 
best days" and later under Edmund Wilson's 
literary editorship, with assuming that "lib- 
eralism has the responsibility for creating 
conditions of freedom and generosity in 
which literature may flourish." So here are 
poems or prose by Frost, Auden, Nabokov, 
Yeats, DOS Passos, the Stalinist Michael Gold, 
and others who did not share the N e w  Re- 
public's political biases-as well as many now 
famous writers who, off and on, did. 

Science & Technology 

Everybody talks about it, but it took the dep- 
uty head of the climate project at the Nation- 
al Center for Atmospheric Research and his 
writer-editor wife to bring this systematic 
"world weather alert" to the public. They re- 
view the observations of experts: that rela- 
tive stability of global climate in the 1950s 
and '60s has given way in this decade to nat- 
ural climatic instability expected to continue 
into the 1980s; that inadvertent climate modi- 
fication caused by heat pollution and the ef- 
fect of chlorofluorocarbons and other sub- 
stances on the earth's ozone layer pose real 
but not fully understood dangers; that delib- 
erate climate modification, such as cloud- 
seeding to modify Atlantic hurricanes and 
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CURRENT BOOKS 

BEAUTIFUL SWIMMERS: 
Watermen, Crabs and the 
Chesapeake Bay 
By William W. Warner 
Atlantic-Little, Brown, 1976 
304 pp. $10 
L of C 75-29289 
ISBN 0-316-92326-5 

COMPUTER POWER AND 
HUMAN REASON: From 
Judgment to Calculation 
By Joseph Weizenbaum 
W. H. Freeman, 1976 
300 pp. $9.95 
L of C 75-19305 
ISBN 0-7167-0464-1 

Pacific typhoons, could have undesirable phys- 
ical and political results. Schneider's "Gene- 
sis strategy" calls for governments to devise 
plans now to circumvent possible future cli- 
matological disaster and crop failure, as did 
the Pharaoh in the Old Testament story when 
Joseph warned him to store foodstuffs for 
lean years ahead. 

The discovery of toxic traces of the pesticide 
Kepone in Chesapeake Bay shellfish adds 
poignancy to the reading of this book. For 
the Smithsonian's William W. Warner writes 
so that one cares about the ecology of the 
continent's largest estuary, the zoology of 
his "beautiful swimmers," the blue crabs, 
and the fortunes of the men who catch the 
"sooks" (female crabs) and "Jimmies" (males) 
in pots all over the Bay when the waters are 
warm, or in winter by dredging in Hampton 
Roads. Warner's scientific and technical infor- 
mation is engaging: "Crabs moult every three 
to five days when they are tiny, but the inter- 
val spaces out to twenty to fifty days as they 
grow large" and the process becomes more 
difficult, "requiring as much as three hours of 
labored wriggling for big crabs." He has a 
keen ear for the talk of Chesapeake Bay water- 
men: " 'Crabs is fonny,' said Captain Lester. 
'Say that again,' said his son, somewhat sour- 
ly." Drawings by Consuelo Barnes Hanks en- 
hance the book's beauty and usefulness. 

This controversial study by an MIT computer 
specialist excited such interest that his San 
Francisco publisher (whose textbooks usually 
do not attract public attention) had to print 
a total of 60,000 copies shortly after publi- 
cation. Professor Weizenbaum really writes 
two books in one. He first describes a com- 
puter "program" in terms comprehensible to 
the layman. In the second, contentious (and 
somewhat disjointed) segment, he explains 
his famed ELIZA program, which simulates 
the learning of a language, and attacks what 
he considers misinterpretation of it by psy- 
chologists and others. 
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