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In elegant prose, George Dangerfield, a dis-
tinguished English historian, provides a com-
pelling account of the evolution of the
“Irish problem” from 1800 until the Anglo-
Irish treaty in 1921. Concentrating on the
years 1912 to 1921, he terms the Easter Re-
bellion of 1916 “a point of no return.” The
brutal British reaction to the Dublin uprising
converted a minority revolutionary move-
ment into a popular cause. The settlement
of 1921 divided Ireland and, Dangerfield con-
tends, left “no chance” as the revolution in
the South continued “to test the concept of
an Irish Republic for a United Ireland”—the
only solution that might have worked.

For decades historians have agreed that slav-
ery in the cities of the American South grad-
ually diminished because the conditions of
urban life made the use of slaves expensive
and inefficient. Goldin rejects this assump-
tion as uncritical acceptance of arguments
made by white laborers who were rivals for
jobs in the slavery era. Reéxamining the ques-
tion, she finds instead that the costs of keep-
ing slaves in cities ran no higher than in the
country, that slaves worked well apart from
their masters without the threat of the lash,
and that urban slave prices were comparable
to those in rural regions. In short, slavery
before the Civil War was not simply a rural
phenomenon but flourished in the cities as
well. Goldin’s econometrical approach, using
such prosaic data as price indexes, demon-
strates again the worth of continued re€xami-
nation of the history of slavery in America.

Implicit in this compact monograph are some
parallels to recent U.S. interventions over-
seas. David Healy of the University of Wis-
consin (Milwaukee) shows that Woodrow
Wilson, despite his calls for spreading de-
mocracy and self-government, treated the
Caribbean as an American lake and the Hai-
tians as children in need of guidance. The
principal instruments of his paternalism were
U.S. Navy officers, who took on unwonted
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