
tions stemmed from the experiences of arti- 
sans and farmers, and scientific findings were 
made spontaneously by a few geniuses." The 
larger the population, the more artisans, farm- 
ers-and geniuses. Hence, China's compara- 
tive advantage. Modern technological change, 
however, mainly results from experiments 
and discoveries made by trained scientists. 
"China fell behind the West . . . because China 
did not make the shift from the experience- 
based process of invention to the experiment 
cum science-based innovation, while Europe 
did so through the scientific revolution in the 
17th century," Lin says. 

Why didn't China make this jump to mod- 
ern science? Lin, following Needham, sug- 
gests that China's bureaucratic state deserves 
much of the blame. Government service was 
considered by far the most honorable and 
worthwhile occupation, and after the Song dy- 
nasty (960-1275), all bureaucrats were selected 
on the basis of competitive civil service exami- 
nations. Intellectually gifted Chinese had ev- 
ery incentive to spend years memorizing the 
Confucian classics and preparing for the ex- 
ams, and thereafter to devote themselves to 
the bureaucratic life. The rewards and attrac- 
tions of a career devoted to scientific research 
were, by comparison, very meager. As a re- 
sult, Lin concludes, "despite her early lead in 
scientific achievement, China failed to have an 
indigenous scientific revolution." 

Europe's 'New Populists' 
'New Populist Parties in Western Europe" by Paul 
Taggart, in West European Politics (Jan. 19951, Frank 
Cass and Co. Ltd., Newbury House, 900 Eastern 
Ave., London IG2 7HH, England. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen's strong showing in the 
French presidential election last April offered 
fresh evidence of the extreme Right's growing 
power in Europe. But it is a mistake to regard 
the Right as a monolithic phenomenon, argues 
Taggart, a lecturer in politics at the University 
of Sussex. 

Some of the right-wing parties have his- 
torical links to fascism and clearly deserve 

the "neofascist" label, he says. Among them 
are the National Alliance (formerly the Ital- 
ian Social Movement) in Italy, the German 
People's Party and the National Democratic 
Party in Germany, the National Political 
Union in Greece, the National Front in 
Spain, the Christian Democratic Party in 
Portugal, the British National Front and the 
British National Party in England, and CP'86 
in the Netherlands. All of these are essen- 
tially anti-immigrant parties. 

Other far-right parties represent what 
Taggart calls a "New Populism." Although 
they often are explicitly or implicitly anti-im- 
migrant, that is usually not the only basis of 
their appeal. Switzerland's Automobilists' 
Party was formed in reaction to the demands 
of environmentalists, while the New Democ- 
racy in Sweden and the Progress parties in 
Denmark and Norway have an antitax 
agenda. The New Populist parties generally 
purport to represent ordinary people, favor 
the market and freedom from state restrictions 
on individuals, and oppose "the systemu- 
which includes "politics as usual," politicians, 
bureaucrats, intellectuals, and welfare recipi- 
ents, as well as immigrants. 

Some far-right parties-including such 
major ones as Le Pen's French National Front 
and the Republicans in Germany-do not fit 
neatly into either the neofascist or New Popu- 
list category, Taggart says. But most of them 
do-and the distinction is important, he ar- 
gues. The avowedly racist and neofascist par- 
ties, as a whole, have gained a lot of publicity 
but have enjoyed much less success with vot- 
ers than the New Populist parties have. 
Whereas most of the populist parties have 
won more than five percent of the vote in one 
election or another in recent years, the 
neofascist parties have not (with the notable 
exception of the Italian Social Movement, 
which got 14 percent in the 1994 parliamen- 
tary elections). 

"The new wave of activity on the far right 
is . . . not a continuation of the long-term trend 
of neofascism," Taggart concludes, but rather 
' a  formidable protest force." Eventually, he 
says, it may radically transform West Euro- 
pean politics. 
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