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Posner may fail to convince his readers that 
eroticism involves so many rational, "economi- 
cally" calculable acts, even while he provides a 
model of how a jurist can dispense with per- 
sonal prejudice and reason dispassionately 
about sex. 

SPEAKING OF DIVERSITY: Language and 
Ethnicity in Twentieth-Century America. By 
Philip Gleason. Johns Hopkins, 314 pp. $40 

There is no coming to terms with a social issue 
without a terminology to discuss it. Gleason, a 
historian at Notre Dame, has an exceptionally 
good ear for the language in which political 
and cultural understandings (and misunder- 
standings) have been expressed. Here he ex- 
plores the various vocabularies that American 
scholars have used to write about ethnicity. 

As the social sciences became professional- 
ized after World War I, scholars settled on the 
concept of "culture" to discuss matters of race 
and ethnicity. Popularized by anthropologists 
like Ruth Benedict and Margaret Mead, culture 
meant the norms, institutions, and beliefs that 
group members shared with one another. 
While obviously useful in describing life within 
a group, the term offered little help in under- 
standing America's cultural pluralism. Al- 
though Benedict and Mead wished to promote 
tolerance and cosmopolitanism, Gleason finds 
that a true tolerance of diversity was all but 
contradicted by their view of culture as a patch- 
work of groups, each sufficient in its own tradi- 
tions and self-contained within its own values. 

During the 1930s, American social scientists 
turned away from "culture" to the idea of the 
"minority group," a term formerly associated 

with the nationalities problem in European 
states. Academics thus hoped to break free of a 
vocabulary "shot through with invidious as- 
sumptions." Yet European ethnic minority 
groups wanted autonomy, separatism, states of 
their own; American racial minority groups 
sought improved status within the larger soci- 
ety. In America, certain groups (African-Ameri- 
cans, Hispanics) eventually came to be thought 
of, usually on racial grounds, as "official" mi- 
norities, while the very "Euro-ethnic" peoples 
to whom "minority group" had first been ap- 
plied were hardly considered minorities at all. 
(Gleason leaves it to readers to connect these 
semantic confusions to the actual 'public poli- 
cies, from affirmative action to ethnic preserva- 
tion, that they helped to shape.) 

During the 1950s, the buzzword again 
changed, from "minority group" to "identity." 
Psychologists influenced by Erik Erikson con- 
ceived of identity as something primordial- 
"deep, internal, and permanentu-a "given" 
that could not be changed. Sociologists, how- 
ever, interpreted identity as an "option," a 
choice regarding "a dimension of individual 
and group existence that could be consciously 
emphasized or deemphasized as the situation 
requires." Primordialists and optionalists might 
use the same terminology while differing pro- 
foundly on whether ethnic identity was some- 
thing to be lived with or transcended. 

Gleason likewise examines a half-dozen other 
concepts-"assimilation," "Americanization," 
"national character," "oppressed groups," 
"people of color," and "cultural pluralism"- 
as each in its turn became the term of the de- 
bate. Although he himself proposes no answers, 
the clarity Gleason pleads for may be a prelude 
to real solutions. "Government by discussion is 
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hopeless if it is impossible to determine what is 
being discussed," he writes, "and the resolution 
of disputes is frustrated if people cannot tell 
what is really at issue." 

Science & Technology 

ANIMAL TALK: Science and the Voices of 
Nature. By Eugene S. Morton and Jake Page. 
Random House. 275 pp. $22 
ANIMAL MINDS. By Donald R. Griffin. Univ. 
of Chicago. 310 pp. $24.95 

One of the more debated questions in ethol- 
ogy-the study of animal behavior-is whether 
animals "think" and "talk." In Animal Talk, 
Morton, a research zoologist at the Smithso- 
nian, and Page, the former editor of Natural 
History, describe the state of the science today. 
All those feathery or furry creatures that appear 
to reason or act deliberately, they show, are in 
reality performing unconscious adaptations 
learned via natural selection. Like machines 
following their programs, animals follow a pro- 
gram that evolution has coded in their genes. 
Consider, for example, that clever bird, the Af- 
rican honey guide, one of the few wild animals 
that communicate with human beings. Honey 
guides attract and lead men to bee hives where, 
after the men plunder the honey, they obtain 
the beeswax essential to their diet. Surely, if not 
conscious, this is at least learned behavior? Not 
at all, Page and Morton assert; it is "utterly in- 
stinctive," "written in the bird's genes." After 
all, honey guides lay their eggs in alien nests, 
and their young are raised by other bird spe- 
cies. For Morton and Page, animal talk itself- 
for all its coded information-consists only of 
instinctual signals. 

No one has more ingeniously applied the 
mechanistic stimulus-response model to ani- 
mal cognition than Griffin, a research scientist 
at Harvard's Museum of Comparative Zoology. 
Griffin discovered that bats use echoes of their 
own high-frequency sound pulses to determine 
the location of objects in space. A machine 
could be built that duplicates what Griffin's 
bats do. But in Animal Minds, Griffin reverses 

himself, arguing that animals do indeed think 
and that consciousness is the best explanation 
for some animal behavior. 

Griffin describes as thinking all those signals 
by which animals test alternative possibilities 
rather "than trying them out in the real world, 
where mistakes are often fatal." Consciousness 
is the ability to describe mental experiences us- 
ing language, and Griffin gives examples of ani- 
mals referring to things that are removed in 
space and time. When honeybees, for example, 
scout for a new hive site, they will return and 
dance the information they have found. "Bees 
that have visited a cavity of mediocre quality," 
Griffin reports, often "change their allegiance" 
after witnessing the more enthusiastic dancers 
returning from a better cavity. Griffin describes 
this "dance language" as a kind of rudimentary 
thinking and "simple dialogue." He points to 
many such clever animals, including parrots 
who use words correctly and chimpanzees 
taught to express simple needs in American 
Sign Language. 

The more Griffin has argued for animal con- 
sciousness, the more his reputation has slipped 
among his colleagues. What Griffin sees as the 
ceaseless inventiveness of animal minds, they 
argue, only proves the ceaseless inventiveness 
of natural selection. The philosopher and zool- 
ogist Helena Cronin points out that what stirs 
Griffin's wonder-unpredictability, complex 
rules, conditional strategies-are standard is- 
sue in genetic programs. Privately many zoolo- 
gists, including Cronin herself, believe that 
since an evolutionary adaptation such as con- 
sciousness does not happen overnight (and 
since a mere half-million generations separate 
us from the monkeys), chimpanzees probably 
do possess some consciousness. Yet because 
there is no way to prove this argument scientifi- 
cally-just as there is no scientific way to ascer- 
tain if or when awareness accompanies an ani- 
mal's information-processing-most etholo- 
gists never pose the consciousness question. 
Ethology today slightly resembles the comic 
strip "Calvin and Hobbes." When by himself, 
Calvin has a living tiger for a playmate; when 
others are around, however, the animal reverts 
to being a stuffed object. 
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