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have found another way to protest: rock 
music with anti-establishment lyrics. Teen- 
age rock idol Cui Jian's latest album, 
"Jiejuey (Resolve), for example, begins 
with -these lines: "There are many prob- 
lems before us;/Therels no way to resolve 
them./But the fact that we have never had 
the chance/Is an even greater problem." 

Its enthusiasm for defiant rock lyrics, 
Hooper says, is but one manifestation of 
the fact that the current generation of Chi- 
nese youth is openly behaving in ways that 
run counter to both socialist and tradi- 
tional Confucian values. 

The nation's 300 million young people 
(ages 14-25) constitute one-fourth of the 
population. With almost no memories of 
the Maoist cult of austerity, Hooper writes, 
thev have "taken to consumer culture with 
a vengeance." The youths' spare yuan have 
attracted both local manufacturers and 
multinational coroorations. Like their 
Western peers, young Chinese now crave 
VCRs, computer games, and stereo sys- 
tems, "not to mention brand names from 
Adidas to 'Fun' faded denim." The genera- - 
tion gap is especially wide when it comes 
to clothing, Hooper adds. 

In TV and magazine ads, glamorous 
young women "drape themselves over mo- 
torbikes, sip expensive canned drinks, and 
tout the latest beauty products." Youth 
magazines such as Shanghai's Youth Gen- 
eration and Guangzhou's Golden Genera- 
tion now dwell on young romance. Pre- 
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marital sex is still officially frowned upon, 
Hooper says, but cohabitation has become 
widespread among the privileged 
gaoganzidi (the children of high Commu- 
nist Party officials.) Most Chinese high- 
school students now attend sex education 
classes. 

Young performers, fashion designers, 
restaurateurs, and others, Hooper says, 
make up an "economic and social elite" 
among the new generation. Most young 
people live far away from the "glamorous 
world of hotel bars and health clubs." But 
television has made many rural youths 
aware of the seductions of urban life, and 
millions of them have been pouring into 
China's big cities-only to find their em- 
ployment prospects limited. Even high- 
school graduates face a tight job market, 
Hooper notes. Officials for years have spo- 
ken of daiye qingnian ("youth awaiting job 
assignment"), but they now acknowledge 
that China has a serious unemployment 
problem. 

China's aging leaders tolerate the new 
youth culture in the hope that it will serve 
as an escape valve for the underlying "rest- 
lessness and edginess" which they fear 
"might boil over into demands for change 
or simple strife." However, before many 
more years have passed, Hooper believes, 
the rising economic, social, and political 
aspirations of China's young people are go- 
ing to present a powerful challenge to that 
nation's rulers. 
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drawn in the face of loud political opposi- global responsibilities, assert Hamilton 
tion at home. The war stimulated "over- and Clad, senior associates at the Carnegie 
due" internal debate about Japan's future Endowment for International Peace. and 

Janan deserves credit for its 

A Japanese view of the Gulf War: Skepticism about use of military 
power was widespread among the Japanese during the war. 

financial and diplomatic 
contributions. But, they 
add .  t h e  United Sta tes  
should think twice before 
pushing it into a military 
role. Leaving aside Asia's " 
anxiety about a revival of 
Japanese military power, 
there is the fact that the 
"trauma of defeat" lingers - 
in the Japanese memory. 

Japanese public opinion 
is strongly against taking on 
such a burden, notes Ino- 
guchi, a political scientist at 
the University of Tokyo. 
More than two-thirds of the 
Japanese surveyed in one 
poll believe that their na- 
tion should become more 
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involved in world affairs, but in ways in 
keeping with its pacifist constitution. Ja- 
pan, in other words, "should continue to 
[focus] on commercial activities and en- 
deavor to make financial, technological, 
and scientific contributions to keep the 
world safe from hunger and war." 

Ito, a professor of international politics 
at Aoyama-Gakuin University who advo- 
cated sending Japan's Self-Defense Forces 
abroad during the Gulf War, decries "the 
emotion of 'one-country pacifism' in 
which the Japanese want to be the only 
ones who avoid all the risks." This deep- 
seated outlook, he says, "is rooted in our 
experience of the utter horror of World 
War 11, including the atomic bomb." But, 
he argues, "now that the situation is one of 
'having to do something for the sake of 
others,' Japan's postwar pacifism must 
confront its own logical bankruptcy and is 
losing its moral foundation. . . . Japan has 
become too important a nation to be the 
world's conscientious objector." 

Inoguchi insists that the Japanese are 
not being selfish. From their reading of 
history, they have derived a "deep skepti- 
cism about the utility of military power, es- 
pecially as projected onto foreign terrain 
for a prolonged period of time." Many Jap- 
anese suspect that "more enduring re- 
gional factors will diminish the long-term 
impact" of the Gulf War victory. More- 
over, Inoguchi adds, the Japanese are con- 
strained by others' reading of history. The 
prospect of Japanese military involvement 
in the Gulf War aroused the suspicions of 
the Chinese and other Asians who had suf- 
fered from past Japanese aggression. 

Hamilton and Clad urge the United 
States to tread cautiously. Were Japan to 
become a military force again, "the bal- 
ance of power would change dramatically, 
instantly destabilizing the [region] and 
transforming. . . Japanese domestic poli- 
tics." Japan's leaders do not want this; nor 
do its neighbors. "Neither should the 
United States." 
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