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baccalaureate degrees, reports Manhattan Col- 
lege sociologist Kevin Dougherty. These stu- 
dents tend to be less academically skilled, less 
ambitious, and from poorer families than stu- 
dents entering four-year institutions. But sev- 
eral studies have found that even students with 
similar disadvantages who begin at four-year 
schools are more likely to wind up receiving 
bachelor's degrees than their counterparts at 
community colleges. 

The reason for the difference, according to 
Dougherty, is that community-college students 
encounter "institutional obstacles" all along 
the way. They rarely have the opportunity to 
live on campus-and thus have a weaker com- 
mitment to staying the course during the often- 
difficult early college years. Entering commu- 
nity-college students are 10- 18 percent more 
likely to drop out than their counterparts at 
four-year schools. The next hurdle is transfer- 
ring to a four-year institution. Many of these in- 
stitutions are reluctant to take transfer stu- 
dents. Only half the baccalaureate aspirants 
manage to make the move-often without 
much help from community-college faculty or 
advisers, whose efforts are concentrated on vo- 
cational education. The students who do trans- 
fer then face further obstacles. They are often 

denied financial aid and credits for community- 
college courses. The transfer students also fre- 
quently find themselves poorly prepared to 
meet the new academic demands, and often 
find it hard to fit into college social life. Eventu- 
ally, several studies show, about one-third of 
the transferees drop out. 

What is to be done? Clark Kerr and other 
prominent educators have recommended that 
community colleges more or less stop trying to 
do what they are not doing well and instead 
concentrate on what they do best: vocational 
education, adult and community education, 
and remedial education. But that, Dougherty 
says, "would leave many baccalaureate aspi- 
rants homeless." He proposes a different solu- 
tion: Turn the community colleges into two- 
year branches of state universities. Nine states 
already have such arrangements. "Because of 
[the branches'] strong connections to the uni- 
versities," he says, "[they] apparently make it 
much easier for students to transfer than do 
community colleges." And once they have 
transferred, the students encounter fewer diffi- 
culties. This would be good news for working- 
class and minority students, for whom the com- 
munity college has become a gateway to higher 
education. 

Invisible News "Black on Black" by Jim Strader, in Washington Jouriialism 
Review (Mar. 1992), 4716 Pontiac St., College Park, Md. 20740. 

In its prime during the late 1940s, the Pitts- 
burgh Courier claimed more than 400,000 read- 
ers and wielded enormous influence among 
blacks-not only in Pittsburgh but throughout 
the nation. Today the Courier, along with most 
other black newspapers across the country, is 
suffering from dwindling circulation, sagging 
advertising revenues, and diminishing promi- 
nence in the black community. 

The basic problem, notes Strader, a wire ser- 
vice reporter, is that black newspapers such as 
the Chicago Defender, the Atlanta Daily World, 
and the New York Amsterdam News are no 
longer, in one editor's words, "the only place 
blacks [can] read about blacks. Now there's 
competition everywhere." National black mag- 
azines such as Ebony and Emerge have cut into 
the newspapers' readership. And the presence 
of blacks at many mainstream papers and in 
television news has made the "mainstream" 
press more attentive to the desires of black 

readers and viewers, lessening the need for all- 
black news. 

The black newspapers' audience has also 
changed. Many middle-class blacks have 
moved to the suburbs, where they are far re- 
moved from the newspapers' urban concerns. 
"There is a portion of the black community that 
is indifferent to the black press," asserts Roland 
Wolseley, author of The Black Press, U.S.A. 
"Editors don't like to be told this. They have a 
tough job holding the interest of middle-class 
blacks." 

It wasn't always so hard. During the civil- 
rights movement, black newspapers -(some 
with national distribution) were considered by 
many blacks their only reliable source of news 
and the newspapers helped reinforce a sense of 
collective identity. The papers publicized the 
goals of civil rights and equality, and had large 
circulations closely tied to political advocacy. 
In recent years, however, the Chicago Defend- 
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er's circulation has declined to 30,000, one- ers contend that black communities still need a 
tenth what it used to be, while the Courier's is local black perspective on the news and advo- 
down to 50,000, and the Baltimore Afro-Ameri- cacy on black issues. While blacks trust CNN 
can has dropped its national edition. and USA Today, Birmingham Times publisher 

To woo readers back, some black newspa- James E. Lewis says, "on the local level, black 
pers are focusing on local issues and strength- people do not trust the information that's in the 
ening their base in the inner cities. The publish- local newspapers as it applies to them." 

HOW Clark Kent "Watergate: A Study in Mythology" by Michael Schudson, in 
Columbia Journalism Review (May-June 1992), 700 Journalism 

Learned to Fly ~ l d g . ,  Columbia Univ., New York, N.Y. 10027. 

The American news media emerged from the 
Watergate scandals with unprecedented 
power-founded, some press critics say, on il- 
lusions. As Edward Jay Epstein noted back in 
1973, "What the press did between the break-in 
in June [I9721 and the trial in January was to 
leak the case developed by the federal and Flor- 
ida prosecutors to the public." Yet the myth 
that young Washington Post reporters Bob 
Woodward and Carl Bernstein had toppled a 
disgraced president-a myth fed by their best- 

selling book, All the President's Men (1987) and 
the popular movie that was made from it-dies 
hard. That partly explains journalism's en- 
hanced clout after Watergate. But Michael 
Schudson, author of Discovering the-News 
(1978) and chair of the communication depart- 
ment at the University California, San Diego, 
sees another reason: the Nixon administration's 
relentless attacks on the news media. 

From the beginning of Richard Nixon's presi- 
dency in 1969, he "insisted on treating the 
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