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transformation of the Muslim peoples under 
the influence of nationalism, secularism, the in- 
dustrial revolution, and European imperialism. 
Hubristic as it is, Lapidus's approach illumi- 
nates continuities. One learns how Islamic so- 
cieties redefined "pre-Islamic institutional 
forms in Muslim cultural terms" and how reli- 
gious and state institutions cooperated right up 
until the European intervention. Errors in a 
book of this scope are inevitable: The Crimean 
War broke out in 1853, not 1854. Ottoman rule 
did not "perpetuate" the social structures of 
the Balkan population; it radically altered 
them. Such flaws apart, this is a sound intro- 
duction-particularly to the Islamic society 
Lapidus knows best, the Arab Middle East. 
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REASON, IDEOLOGY, AND POLITICS by 
Sliawn Rosenberg. Princeton, 1988. 255 pp. 
53 7.50 

Traditional liberal political theory since Francis 
Bacon's day (1561-1626) rests upon a clear dis- 
tinction between ideology and reason. The for- 
mer is shaped by the individual's beliefs, irratio- 
nal commi tmen t s  which themselves a r e  
products of cultural conditioning or internal 
drives ("passions," the Enlightenment philoso- 
phers called them). Arrayed against ideology is 
reason-a neutral process of logical deduction 
based on clear, unbiased observation. The ma- 
ture political thinker, according to this tradi- 
tion, is one who subjects his beliefs to the cool 
light of reason. Rosenberg, a political scientist 
at the University of California, Irvine, is not the 
first to challenge the simplistic dichotomy of 
reason and ideology. But he has cleverly en- 
listed the ideas of psychologist Jean Piaget to 
show that ideology is "not a set of attitudes" but 
itself "a way of thinking," indeed of reasoning. 
Rosenberg, although a graceless writer, sets 
forth a useful typology. He defines three sorts of 
political reasoners-the sequential, the linear, 
the systematic-and explains how each con- 
structs his understanding of the political arena. 
Then, in three different studies, he shows the 
various types in action. The reader is not sur- 
prised to find that Rosenberg judges systematic 
reasoners (who resemble political scientists in 

their ability to think abstractly about political 
matters) the most evolved. But he leaves one 
wondering how well a nation comprised only 
of such individuals would fare. 

THE OTHER PATH: The Invisible Revolu- 
tion in the Third World by Hemando de Soto. 
Harper & Row, 1989. 256 pp. $22.95 

In 1985, 69 percent of the new houses in Lima, 
Peru, were built in defiance of strict regulations 
and codes. The strategies involved in this un- 
derground entrepreneurial effort are, accord- 
ing to economist de Soto, typical of a large "in- 
formal" movement underway in Peru and 
other parts of the Third World. De Soto not 
only describes the practices of the "informals" 
but also argues that they offer the most hopeful 
alternative to over-regulated, state-directed 
economies that exist throughout the underde- 
veloped world. Such regimes benefit only the 
powerful few who can influence the system. In 
the aggregate, however, the economies of such 
nations stagnate, as abundant evidence shows. 
But while lauding the successes of "informals" 
(in 1984, 91 percent of the buses in Lima were 
run by this renegade sector), de Soto finds that 
tremendous energy and money is wasted in 
their struggle against officialdom. Thus de Soto 
makes an eloquent plea for jettisoning bad laws 
and red tape, and making sure that laws are 
promulgated democratically and serve the in- 
terests of the majority. His proposals will al- 
most certainly be an issue in Peru's 1990 presi- 
dential election: Novelist Mario Vargas Llosa, a 
likely presidential candidate, is one of their 
more vigorous proponents. 

HEARTS AND MINDS: A Personal Chronicle 
of Race in America by Harry S. A s h o r e .  

- .  
Seven Locks Press, 1988. 513pp. $14.95. 

White liberals were rare birds, especially on 
newspaper staffs, in the racially-segregated 
South during the 1950s. Notable amokg them 
was the Arkansas Gazette's Ashmore, born in 
Greenville, S.C. Ashmore won the Pulitzer Prize 
for his editorials on the stormy integration (by 
U.S. paratroopers) of Little Rock's Central High 
in 1957. Revised since its first appearance in 
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