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Located in an inhospitable comer of northern Maine, Loring Air Force 
Base averages 105 inches of snow a year. It was built during the late 
1940s to ensure that limited-range B-47 bombers could reach the Soviet 
Union from a base in the continental United States. As B-47s were re- 
placed with longer range B-52 and B-1 bombers, Loring's far-northem site 
was no longer a strategic factor. For the past 10 years, the Air Force has 
considered the base obsolete. 

Yet Loring remains the home of the Strategic Air Command's 42nd 
Bomber Wing, even though it costs twice as much to operate as compara- 
ble bases in warmer parts of the United States. Why does Loring remain 
open? Because the clout of Maine's congressional delegation has blocked 
its closure. 

Loring Air Force Base, says h e y ,  a Republican U.S. representative 
from Texas, is not an isolated example. Fort Douglas, Utah, was built to 
protect stagecoach routes. Fort Monroe, Virginia, was originally meant to 
protect Virginia during the War of 1812. Although these and other bases 
have long lost their rationale for existence, they survive because pork- 
barrel politics keeps them in operation. 

Between 1961 and 1978, the Pentagon closed or consolidated 3,600 
installations, saving taxpayers $5.6 billion annually. But a law passed by 
Congress in 1977, sponsored by Representative (now Senator) William 
Cohen (R.-Maine) and Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill (D.-Mass.), man- 
dated that the Defense Department must prepare an environmental impact 
statement before a base can be closed. Because environmental impact 
statements are complex and can be challenged in the courts by any con- 
gressman or citizens' group, no military base has been closed since the 
Cohen-O'Neill bill became law. 

Yet closing a military base and removing troops, an airfield, and weap- 
ons generally helps, not hurts, the environment. Moreover, abandoned 
bases provide "ready-made" sites for schools, airports, and industrial 
parks. The Pentagon's Office of Economic Adjustment surveyed 100 for- 
mer bases and found that 42 had become airports, 12 had become four- 
year colleges, and the 93,424 military jobs on the former bases had been 
replaced by 138,138 civilian jobs. 

"Which is better for the economy," Armey asks, "a dead-end invest- 
ment in an obsolete military base or schools and new industry?" 

"Korea, the Never-Again Club, and Indochina" 
SSOm from Korea by Maj. David H. Petraeus, in Parameters (Dec. 
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Since the Vietnam debacle, much of the American military has developed 
what political scientist Samuel Huntington calls a "pacifist attitude" toward 
war. Today's senior military officers are not eager to send American 
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