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POLITICS & GOVERNMENT 

Toward the "From the Statehouse to the White House: A 
Hop, Skip, or Impossible Jump?" by Paul West, 
in Governing (Jan. 1988), 1414 22nd St. N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20037. 

Many U.S. presidential candidates-and presidents-have been state gov- 
ernors. West, a Baltimore Sun correspondent, notes that many sitting 
governors, including Thomas E. Dewey, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Nelson 
Rockefeller, "attempted to use their states as laboratories in gearing up to 
run for national office, with obviously mixed results." Our last two presi- 
dents have been former governors; Democrat Jimmy Carter served in 
Georgia from 1971 to 1975, while Republican Ronald Reagan occupied the 
California statehouse from 1967 to 1975. 

Will the next president also be a former governor? West says this 
depends on whether any of the three presidential candidates who are or 
have been governors-Pierre du Pont IV, Bruce Babbitt, and Michael 
Dukakis-is seen as a leader "who can make government work." 

Historically, governors campaigning for the presidency have presented 
themselves as men who, unlike U.S. senators, "had learned how to battle 
balky legislatures and manage executive departments." They have also 
claimed to be politicians capable of transferring innovative ideas from the 
state to the federal level. Franklin D. Roosevelt, for example, made "New 
York the first state to provide relief for the unemployed." Gov. Michael 
Dukakis (D.-Mass.) argues that the employment and training program irn- 
plemented in his state can be used as a national model for welfare reform. 

While legislators are burdened with lengthy voting records on most 
major issues-Senator Robert Dole (R.-Kans.) says that he has voted over 
10,500 times since his career in Congress began in 1960-governors can 
"fashion positions at the start of a presidential campaign." Members of 
Congress like to claim superior expertise on foreign affairs and defense 
policy, but West contends this claim is often exaggerated. Modem gover- 
nors, he says, are likely to have more "firsthand experience in matters 
such as international trade." 

Who will make the better president, the governor or the senator? That 
question, West concludes, can never be decisively answered. As Carl 
Brauer, a Harvard political scientist, argues, "there are no perfect creden- 
tials that anybody brings to the task" of being president. 
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