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“I belong to a nation...rich in military heroes,
but ... underdeveloped in civil courage,” an el-
derly German told Studs Terkel when the writer
visited Hamburg in 1967. Yet 22 years after Hit-
ler’s fall, the question remained: Why? Engel-
mann, a German journalist who belonged to the
anti-Nazi Resistance, details ordinary life in the
Third Reich in a book that complements the more
theoretical analysis of Peukert, a University of Es-
sen historian.

The Nazis, writes Peukert, wanted to replace
“the unpalatable variety of real life” with “sys-
tem, utility and efficiency.” They split society into
“a multiplicity of opposing groups” while imposing
“steps of compliance” on individuals: To play
sports, school children joined the Hitler Youth and
their parents were obliged to give to the Nazis’
Winter Relief Fund. Hitler’s ‘“Reich Cultural
Chamber,” notes Engelmann, sought to mold cre-
ative people “in a cultural uniformity of the mind.”

But it was fear, he argues, that kept Germans
mute in the face of such horrors as the Kristall-
nacht (the “Night of Broken Glass,” November 9,
1938), when Nazis raided Jewish homes and busi-
nesses, and sent thousands to concentration
camps (12,000 to Buchenwald alone).

More than 100,000 suspected opponents of the
regime were arrested in the first weeks of Hitler’s
rule. Of the 3,000 pastors openly “opposed to the
Nazification of the Church, to the racial theories
and other anti-Christian teachings of the Nazis,
and to their cult of the Fiihrer,” notes Engelmann,
1,700 were sent to the camps.

Moving from an “aimless rebellion” to a drive
to homogenize Germany, Peukert says, the Nazis
forged an “atomised...society abjuring social,
political and moral responsibilities.”

Once a raw colonial port far behind Boston and
Philadelphia in importance, New York became the
cultural mecca of America and the world. Bender,
a New York University historian, traces this meta-
morphosis to New York’s uniquely symbiotic civic,
academic, and literary worlds.

Early New York’s educated elite founded, in
good 18th-century Enlightenment tradition, a
“Society for Encouraging Useful Knowledge.” But
by the 1840s, such rich men’s clubs, no longer
vehicles for civic reform, lost their municipal sup-



