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Shortly after Tsar Alexander I1 emancipated the 
serfs in 1861, a portentous debate opened up be- 
tween two of Russia's leading men of letters. One 
was exiled political journalist Alexander Herzen; 
the other, novelist Ivan Turgenev. Herzen, a mod- 
erate socialist, believed that Russia possessed 
spiritual and moral qualities that made it different 
from the liberal nations of Western Europe. Fol- 
lowing its own path, probably with the aid of a 
revolution, it would fulfill its destiny and become a 
society superior to those of the West. Turgenev 
disagreed. He argued that the European way of 
modest reform, institution-building, and confi- 
dence in law was the only sensible course for Rus- 
sia. In novels such as Smoke (1867), he mocked 
radicals who embraced revolutionary ideas and 
hazy notions about Russia's uniqueness. 

To Schapiro (1908-83), the terms of this de- 
bate had special meaning. Not only did "they un- 
derlie the eternal search for the right and true 
path of progress upon which successive genera- 
tions of Russian intellectuals embarked," they also 
provided a focus for his work, which ranged from 
political analysis to biography. A professor of poli- 
tics at the London School of Economics, Schapiro 
viewed the history of Russia as a tragedy stem- 
ming largely from its failure to develop a strong 
legal tradition. That perception, as these 24 es- 
says show, colored his reading of events and major 
figures, from Lenin, the consummate "man in a 
hurry," to Stolypin, the reformist prime minister 
(1906-11) who dominated Russia's brief constitu- 
tional period. Above all, Schapiro made his readers 
appreciate the gap in political cultures between 
the Soviet Union and the West-a gap so wide 
that no change of Kremlin leadership is likely to be 
able to close it. 

Whom to believe about contemporary Nicaragua? 
American conservatives see a Cuban-style regime, 
bent on exporting Communist revolution to its 
Central American neighbors. Leftists regard San- 
dmista Nicaragua as a near-ideal state whose few 
imperfections result from U.S. economic and mili- 
tary pressures. Rushdie, an Indian-born novelist 
and sometime political journalist, offers a more 
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